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Until  the   tracing  of  Ancestor  a" 'came  into   fashion,  wi  tb. 
the   Societies  of  Colonial  Dame©,   and  Daughters  of    the 
American  Revolution,   very   scant  attention  was  paid  to   tl® 
subject   in   this   country.      Some   family   letters,   a  fev,;   docu- 
ments,   -ndmy  own  recollections  of  talks  with  the  older 
members   of    -the  family,  have   furnished  the  data  for    the    Al- 
lowing pages, 

Tne  letters  of  my  Mother,  Irs*  $li;sa  Kenwn  Myers, 
nee,  Mor&ecai,   are  especially  admirable*    aid  selections  from 
then  may  be    appended   to   this    TPlume,    as  well   as  some  from 
otter  msnbers  of   the  family,    that  will   contribute  a  more 
vital  interest  to    the  narrative* 

At  this  date  there  r  amain  of    the  families  of  ilyers,   Kaj/e, 
andMordecai,   including  the  writer,   only  five  persons  pro- 
fessing the  Jewish  faith;   and  as  within  a  few  years  these 
five  will  have  passed  away,    andwith  them,    a 33.  underst  end- 
ing of  the  f Emily   condition©  in  the   four  preceding  gen  ora- 
tions,  it  is   well  that   this  chronicle  should  be  preserved* 


._  -t 


PART     FIRST. 

The  year  1707   Is   the    earliest   date   recorded  in   the  three 

families  with    whom  the  following  chronicle   concerns   itself. 
It  is  that   of  the  birth  of  Moses  Mordecai,of  Bom,   Ger- 
many.     The  year  1720     begins     the     record     of     the  Hays 
family,    in  this   country,   and  17 23   that      of     the     Myers    family, 
when  %er  Myers,    of  Hew  York,wsis  born—  of     his     father  •s 
record  only  the  name,   Solomon,   has  been  preserved. 

In  1723  Myer  Myers  was  born.     His  first  wife  was  Elka- 
leh  Cohan, and  they  had  three   sons     and     two     daughters* 
The  second  wife  was     Joyce  tfears,   and  they  had  four   sons 
and  three    deaig liter s~~in   all,    twelve  children,  born  between 
1753  and  17  78. 

During  the  Revolutionary  War     Mr.     Myers     was      living 
with  his    family   in  the  city  of  Hew  York,     and  was  obliged 
to  f  3y  with  them  from  the  British,     who     were     investing 
the  place,    in  1776.      They     went     to     Morwalk,    Conn « , reaching 
that  torn  with  much  difficulty   in  wagons,   over  rough  roads  i 
and   there  was  born   in  April,    1776,     my     moth'sr's     mother, 
Rebecca,   afterwards  Mrs.  Mordeoai,     who     was     bq?     aut  h)rity 
for   this   small  incident.      They  fled  from  Norwalk     a     little 
later,   but  remained  in  Connecticut  until  the    mr     ended, 
vrhm  they   returned  to  Hew  York,  where  Mr.   Fyers  plied 
his  business   of   silversmith  and    cosigner     for  a  good  man.y 
years.     He  died  in  1795,   aged  72. 

During  Colonic*!    times,,    and  perhaps  later,    tic  business   of 
a  silversmith  was   one  of  impcrtance   in  the   business    world, 
as  people   w-sre  apt  to   invest  in  silver   rat  lie  r   than   in   stocks 
and  bonds,    owing  to   the  unsettled  condition  of  the   mpney 
market ;;   and  clever    designers  of  silver  held  somewhat   the 
position  of  bankers   at  the  present  &$&•     Paul  Revere,   of 
the   famous    Hride,M  was  also   m  designer   of  silver   utensils 
of   the   same   date,    and  both  names  may  be   found  stamped  on 
some   of    the   finest   specimens.        By  grandmother     Rebecca 
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was  tenderly  devoted   to   her   father.     He    m&   survived  for 
many  years  by  Ms  widow,  Joyce  Hears  Myers,  who  died   in 

Richmond  in    the   year  1824,    at    the   horns   of  her  son,     Hoses 
mears  Myers.      Of    their   large  family   of  children  two   of 
their   sons  died  unmarried  when   quite   old,  but  the   other 
three,    and  the  three  daughters,   married  and  left    issue.    The 
nsmes  of  these  sons  were  Samuel  Myers,       Moses     He&TS 
Myers,      and  Samson  lyers.      The  daughters     were  Riehea, 
J udi  th  an  d  Re  b  e  c  ea • 

Samuel  Myers,   my  grandfather,    mc  his  sister  Judith  were 
demoted  comrades,    <m&  his  letters  to  her    vritten   from  Hoi- 
lend,  where  he  lived  for  some  time      when  a  young     man, 
show  the   tenderest   feeling.        It   is  well  to  remember   this, as 
in  later   life  his   cold  and  dignified  demeanor  created  an  im- 
pression of  severity  which  has  become  a  tradition  amongst 
his   descend  rits.      In  appear  an  cs  ha   wm  handsome,     blue- 
eyed  and  fair,    ^nd  very  refined    s&<&  eleg-.-mt-looking,  judg- 
ing from  his  miniatures  and  his  portrait  by  Gilbert  Stuart, 
which  show  him       both    in     youth     -jjxd     age. 

After  his  return  from  Holland  he  married  3&iss  Sarah 
Judah,   the  intimate  friend  of  Ms   sister  Judith,   of  whim 
the  initial  "Sa  on  some  of    the  fsaaiiy  silver   is   the  oftly 
record  preserved.      This  lacly  died  in  1795,   childless,    vd  thin 
a  year   or  so  of  her  marriage;   and  later,   on  September  21, 
1796,   he  married  Judith  H%~a,    of  Boston.      On  the  same    city 
his  brothar,  Moses  U*.   Myers,  married  Sally  mays,    the   tie  tea* 
fcer  of  Judith,     and  the  two  couples     settled  in  Richmond, 
Virgin  ia . 

Samson  died   in  1803,    at    the    age   of  thirty- one  leading  one 
son,   Jossjh   (Captain  Joseph  layers,     U.    S«   H* ,     and  later  of 
the   0.   S.   H..). 

Riehsa  married  Mr»   Joseph  M-stj^j   of  Bremen,    who  had 
settled   in  business  in  RiclBiona,  a  we^dthy   and   cultured  gen- 
tleman,   win   lived  in  very  elegant    style  in  a  beautiful  house 
built  by  him  at  the   corner   of  Gary   and  Fifth  S  tr  eats, later 
owned  by  Mr.    Jreeland,    und  now  unfortunately  replaced 


by  a  row  of  tenements*    There   were   several  sons,   all  of 
whom  di»d   childless;    and  five  of   the    six  daughters   em- 
braced Christianity.      Their    descendants  ar  @  rcany ,    and 
among  them  are   some  of  the  Mayos,      of    Richmond;      the  Ba- 
tons,   of  Winchester,   Vsu;    the  Baldwins ,   of  Staunton,   Va» ; 
the  layers     of  Kerf elk,   Vs..;    the  Sitings,      of     Phi ladel pL ia; 
the   Gracies   of  $m  York;    the   Richards   of  &ew   York,      and 
Kobarts,    of  Elisabeth,   I*   3  • 

Myer  Myers*    daughter,  Judith,    a  very  interesting  and 
gifted  woman,   married  Jacob  Mordecai,    of  Philadelphia,   in 
1^84.      They  settled  in  War  rent  on,   K.    C.  ,     where  she  died 
When  on3y   thirty- four  years  old,   leaving  six  young  children. 
After   a  few  years  h&r  sister  Hebe    ca  married   the  widower, 
and  became    the  mother   of  a  large   family,  who  vzill  he   ire   ted 
of  in  the  Horde  eai  record. 


PART     SECOKD. 

In  1720  several  brothers   of  the  name   of  Hay©    came    to   this 
country  from  The  Hsgue,    one  of  whom  was   Isaac  h^s, 
father   of  Samuel  Hugf*   a  noted  citisen  of  Philadelphia ; 
and   the   otter,  Jug  ah,    w~&s    the    father   of    the    first  li'^s  of 
our  more  immediate   line*      There  is  no./,    1912,   in  my  pos- 
session,   a  will  made   in  Hew  York   in    the  year  1763,    signed 
b^'  Judah  Hays,    of  The  Hague,    who   'died  in  1764,   which 
seems   to  slaw  him  to.  have  been  an  irascible  man,    leaving 
his  eldest  son  a  smdl  sum.  in  trust  and  the  forgiveness   of 
a  debt  because   of  unsatisfactory  conduct,   and   cuts  of  f  a 
daug  Veer  with  a  shilling     because  he    disapproved  of  her 
marriage*     The  prodigal  son,  Michael,  died  urn?,,  «nri  ed ;   mid 
his  brother,   Mo»eS   Hieh&e^  Ha^s ,   born  ir   1738,   was   Ik   vgr  y 
different   character   from  both  brother    m&   father.   He  was    a 
mm  of  genial  nature    and  fine  intellect,    'admired   m&&» 
apected  by  the    communities   of  Eewport  £4id  Boston  %  whrre 
he  lived,   and  adored  hy  Ms   family.      The   testimony   of    the 
few  letters   extant  writ. ten  by  Mm  to  his   daughters  and  sons 
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and  to  his  grandchildren, among  whom  was     my     father, 
are  a  valuable  possession.     I  believe     that  the  notes  appended 
to    this   sketch   are,  in    the  main,    correct,   so  I    mil  confine  my 
self  to    such    details    as  do  not  appear   therein. 

The  portrait  of  my  great- grandfather,  Moses  Michael 
}i&y$  t   which  must  have  boon  panted  late   in    the  eighteenth 
century,   shows  an  open  and  very  agreeable  countenance. 
that   ofhis   wife,  Bach  el  Ha^©,   has  small  features    ana  much 
refinement   andd  dignity.   He  weura    a  ruffled  shirt   and  queue, 
and  ste    an   aomo'jB    cap,   wit&  the  Hair  smoothed  plainly  be- 
lor?   it,,  which  was    calculated    to  enhance    say  natural  severity 
of   expression.   ITeithor  portrait   shows,   X    think,    any  pro- 
nounced Jewish  cast  of   feature,   nor  does    that  of  their  v#"y 
handsome   sndl&ter  -sting  son,  Judah,  by   Gilbert  Staaict  9 
though  there   is  no  record  of  any  Christian   intermarriage  in 
the  liays   family,   but   in    their   daughter   Catherine,  who   was 
lining  during  xay  childhood,    the  Jewish  type  was  distinctly 
mark-:-    .      The  Hays   family  lived  for    some  years    set  Few- 
port,   K.    I,,   where    all  but  the   t*o   eldest    children    wre   born, 
and   then    r«2iioTGd    to  Boston,  where    t}€y  enjoyed  the    best 
society  of   the   .'3.ay,   as    they  seem   always  to  have  done,,  and  as 
Was   invariably   the    case   in    t-te  Byers     ndaarx  and  mor- 
dec;&   families.      In   spite  of    thie    different    In   faith,    they  ware 
the   intimate  friends  of   the  Reverend  Samuel  yqf ,   of  Bos- 
ton,  and  his  son,    ';.nd  other  ai  stir  fished    clericles  and 
Unitarians j   andlater,    after  the   'death  of    the    parents,    the 
Single   daughters,    Catherine   and  Slow ey»  removed  to  Bich- 
mnnd,    %«|   where  their  serried  sisters,  Judith  and  S&ljky, 
Krs.    Samuel  ?!yer   s  '<-<m<\  Strw*   Koses  M*   Myers,   were    settled. 
They  were    constantly  visited  by  such  Boston  friends  as    the 
Mays,   Howards,    Crunches,    etc,    ^d  the   str^eera   intro- 
duced by    'them,    so  the  Boston  family  traditions   were  kept  up 
for  sev'sre.!  gene  rat  lone  and  highly  valued. 

Moses  Miehael  Keys  was,    as  I  haw*  said,  adored  by  his 
children.   His   only  son,   Judah,   preserved  two    letters  f  ?om 
his   father,   one  of  which  was    found  in  his  pocketbook   af ter 


hi  a  de-.th     rid  had    evidently  accompanied  him  for  more    than 
thirty  years.   It  was  written   to     the    young     mm     on     his 
first  trip   abroad,   ana    the  man  of    sixty,    twenty- four  years 
after  his   father's  death,   was    still  keeping  it  where  he  might 
constantly  refer    to   it  when  he   embarked  on  that  long  and 
lonely  Journey  into  the  unknown.     Judah  Hays     was 
drowned  at     St.   Augustine  in  the  summer   of     1832.     The 
letter  reads  as    follows: 

"Bear  Judah: 

You  are  now  going  into  the    world,   e.nd   at    a  great 
distance   from  #our  own  country  and    connexions.     It 
will  therefore  be  incumbent  upon  you   IS  be   very  o&reful 
and   attentive    to  guard  and  keep  from  any    refloctiun  on 
your   integrity    aid   Hie  principl  s  of   rectitude  and  honour 
which  I  know  are   fully  imbibed  in  you*   Take  care  of 

all  iour  letters   of  introduction  and  deliver  them  your- 
self.    Be  very  attentive, and  make  yourself  as   service- 
able as  possible  to  Mrs*    Acher    and  Hr»   Larrajay.  Make 
yourself  perfect  master  of   the  yraioh  language   and 
the    comnerce   of  !r  since;   make  your  friends  lips   and 
connections  with  none  but  persons  of  honour  and    repu- 
tations.     Take  care  what  company  you  go  into;  be  very 
careful  indeed;   you   mil  f  in  d  tr  aps  ,   snares   and  allure- 
ments momently;   avoid  them,    avoid    them   as    ,>ou  y*ouL4 
inevitable  destruction.   Herewith  I  give   you   forty 
Louis   d*or,   and  you  have  your  valuable    iriend,   Mr. 
Jones's^  bill  for  twenty  more*   These   two  sums  I  would 
always  have  you  keep  in  reserve    for    any  unforeseen 
occasion  that  may  possibly     happen.  What  monies     you 
want  for  your  expenses,   which  I    desire  you  may  man- 
age with  economy,  you  must   obtain  on   the  strength  of 
your  letter   of     credit  from  rr.    Acher,  Jr.   Larrajay, 
?/r.   Karai,    Champion  and  Tick  or  son ,    or   any    other   of 
the  person  s  you    ar     recommended   to.     Make  1-r.   Acher 
acquainted  with  everything  that    concerns  his  business, 
as  far    as  he  is   willing  to  trus  t  you  to  be    communica- 
tive.    Write  to   all  your    friends  every  opportunity,   and 
never  neglect  writing  to  ,rr.   Jones.  Make  an    oology 

mumtm  mm  mm 

xEr.  J.  Coffin  Jones   of  Boston. 
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to  Messrs  Balls    md  Lsrrajay;   I    wish  them   to    receive 
the   letter   in    company   that  1  wrote    to  Mr.    Larrajay 
himself,  whi ch  ought  to  have  been   written  to    ihem  both. 
It  would  be  best   for  you   on  your    arrival  at  St.    Sebas- 
tian to  proceed  on  immediately   to  Bayonne,    with 
Prillio   or  whomsoever   Captain  Birrell   dispatches  to 
inform  Mr*    Acher   of  Ms   arrival;  but   don't  you  proceed 
alone.      I    wish  health  and  happiness   and  every  blessing 
you   can   enjoy  in   this   life,   and  am,  with  regard, 

Yo  ur    af  f  o  c  ti  on  ate   f  ather  , 

M.    M.    HAYS." 

The  Boston  Gazette     of  Monday,   the   13th  of  IS ay,  1805, 
says   in  part,    of  Moses  Michael  Trays,   that   "he  was  blessed 
by  nature  of  a  strong   intellect;    there  was  a  vigor  in  his 
conceptions  of  men  aid   things  that  g  we  a    seeming  asperity  to 
his   conversation,  whi  &    -sas    frark      an 4    lucid.      He     walked 
abroad  fearing  no  man.,  but  loving  all.     Under     Ms      roof 
dwelt  hospitality;   it  was   an   asylum  for   friendship,   the  man- 
sion of  peace.       He  was    wit  tout  guile;   detesting  hypocrisy 
as  he   despised  meanness,   k    m    ft     To  his    last     za>raen  t 
the  cheerfulness   and  b3nevolence  of  his  whole  life  waated 
not.     X    x    n     Calm,    and  wit  lout  a  sigh,   he  sunk  to  rest." 

Home  life  in  Boston,  judging,  by   the   characteristics  thus 
revealed,   and  by  the  mention  in  t  he  bogrsphy  of   the  Kev- 
erend  Samuel  May,   and   also  by  what  I  have  been  told  of  my 
grandmother,     Mrs.  Judith  Hsgrs  Myers,   md  her  sister,   Mrs, 
Sally  Myers,   must  have  been,    wL  th  certain    exceptions,    rery 
ag  re  e  able.   There   was   one  great   sorrow,    the  death  in  Au- 
gust,  1802,   at    the   ^ge  of  thirty  three,    of  Rebecca  h8^8  >    *ne 
oldest   daughter,  whose   love  affair  alth  h&r    cousin,  Ju&ah 
Toura^  &is appro vedof  by  her  father  and  home    circle,   caused, 
no   doubt,  much  painful  friction.     Her  two  unmarried  sis- 
ters,   Catherine  an. d  Sally,  were   for      some     reason,   un- 
known   to  m-:.,    violently  opposed     to     the     match.      Slowey 
Hays,   a  very  witty   and  brilliant  woman,   gr  atly  admired  in 
Boston   society,   %nd  later  in  Richmond,   led  her  weaker  sister 
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Catherine  in  everything;  and  after  the  death  of  their  father, 
in  1805 1    they  to;ave  great  trouble  to  their  brother  Judah  in 
the  settlement  of  the  estate,  influencing  their  mother  to 
think  and  aot  withtjfchem»   I  have  never  known  the  reason  for 
their  removal  after/mother1  s  death,  a  few  years  after 
their  removal,  to  Richmond,  Va» ,  and  I  fancy  that  their  two 
married  sisters  there  must,  with  their  husbands,   have 
dreaded  their  advent*  Judah  Hays  remained  in  Boston, 
refusing  to  live  with  any  of  his  sisters,  though  very  fond 
of  the  two  Mrs*  Myers  in  Richmond*   His  correspondence 
with  his  brother-in-law  Samuel  Myers,  will  show  the  sin- 
cerity of  their  affection* 

Moses  Michael  Hays  writes  as  follows  to  his  daughter 
Sally  soon  after  her  marriage: 

"Boston,  April  24,  1797- 
y  dear  Bally: 
It  is  no  small  addition  to  my   happiness  to  know  and 
learn  your  welfare  in  fehis  life;  and  it  is  very  grateful 
to  my  feelings  that  you  are  both  happy  in  each  other. 
May  your  days  be  many*,  bery  many,   indeed,   with  unin- 
terrupted health  and  every  blessing  that  Heaven  can 
bestow  on  you,   to  which  will  ever  be  added  my  un- 
bounded love.   By  Captain  Greene,  of  the  Schooner 
Henry,  you  will  receive  a  little  present  from  me;   eight 
sitting  chairs,  two  lolling  chairs,  a  pair  of  card  tables, 
and  a  handsome  sideboard,  with  one  doaten  tablespoons 
and  one  soup  ladle;  it  is  very  awkward.  Bally,  my 
Dear,  to  write  letters  but  where  the  transaction  of  busi« 
ness  compels  me,  therefore,   accept  of  this  scrawl,   when 
it  assures  you  of  my   best  affection:  I   0  yourself  and 
Moses  and  wy   regards  to  all  around  you*   Your  Mama 
and  family  are  all  well,  and  write  you  under  this  date. 
I  am, 

Sincerely , 


The  furniture  and  silver  referred     to  above  are  still  in 

the  possession  of  the  family , with  many  other  "little  presents" 


of  the  same  kind,  from  the  same  source,  in  fine  mahogany 
and  curled  ma  pie,  and  Paul  Revere  silver. 

Seven  years  later,  December,  1804,  Mr*  Hays  writes  to 
his  other  married  daughter,  Judit^j  and  her  husband,   Sam- 
uel Myers,  of  Richmond?  The  handwriting  is  greatly 
changed,  and  is  witness  to  the  suffering  of  which  he  spoke. 
He  died  about  two  years' af tar  this  date,  a  martyr  to  gout 
and  its  attendant  evils: 

tt?.fR.  SAJIUKJE.  HX1ES  A1TD  MB   GOOD  C0H50F?: 

I  will  not  recount  to  you  the  afflictions  I  have  buf- 
fered since  you  left  us,  because  I  refrai  n  from  intru- 
ing  on  or  disturbing  one  moment  of  your  happiness 
and  tranquility.   X  feel  the  eve  of  my  days,   and  truly 
feel  the  severity  of  the  interruptions  of  my  health,  yet 
with  all  the  pain  I  bear  I  adore  my  Maker  and  am  grate- 
fully thankful  to  the  Almighty  that  it  is  not  more  so,  and 
that  my  intervals  of  health  so  much  repay  what  I  suf- 
fer* I  am  just  emerging  from  a  chambered  confine- 
ment of  seven  weeks,  and  this  I  trust  you  will  receive 
safe  arrived  at  your  own  mansion,  enjoying,  with 
your  little  brood,  best  health  and  every  other  felicity 
and  happiness  susceptible  in  this  life*   The  family  are  all 
well,  which  I  presume  they  confirm  to  you  themselves 
by  writing.  Your  mother  is  as  well  as  usual,  and  much 
as  when  you  took  your  departure.   Give  me  a  line 
presently,  with  ov^ry   informati  on  respecting  your  dear 
little  ones.  Embrace  afftly-  our  clear  Bally,-  her  hus- 
band and  little  ones  for  me,  keeping  to  yourselves  a 
full  share.   I  am, 

Affeftionately  and  sincerely  your  tender  friend  and 
father, 

-Iff.  M.  HAYS. 

s.  h.  m*      m  dear  SA?mr: 

How  rnuoh  I  was  rejoiced  and  gratified  in  the  hap- 
piness in  embracing  you,  my  Bear  Boy,  is  not  to  be 
expressed, —  and  how  much  I  was  disappointed  in  your 
not  tarrying  with  m&   was  equally  not  to  be  expressed, 
for  I  had  promised  myself  the  satisfaction  of  having 
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an  aye  on  you  and  my  wings  covering  your  infaet  years 
in  safety  to  the  end   of  my  days,  leaving  it  in  your 
power  to  reflect  that  your  affectionate  grandpapa  had 
a  share  in  the  instruction  and  mode  of  your  education, 
and  improving  your  mind,  and  pointing  out  to  you 
the  best  road  for  your  future  welfare-  This  happiness 
may  still  "be  yet  to  come— therefore  we  will  sing:  fIt 
is  von  cautchee  coila  oommarautche,  it  is  von  cautchee 
colla. ' 

G*  A.  V#m* 

GustavuS|  my   dear  invaluable  hoy,  I  wish  I  could 
express  how  much  and  how  tenderly  I  love  you,  Gus- 
sie.   Gussie,  you  ought  to  have  staid  with  your  grand- 
papa—Remember you  have  promised  to  come  and  see 
me  again-   Always  be  faithful  to  your  promise,  my 
sweet  Boy*  So  you  have  been  so  much  indisposed  at 
New  York*  Oh,  how  I  rejoiced  to  hear  you  had  re- 
gained your  health*   It  would  have  Keen   an  irreparable 
affliction  to  me  to  have  lost  you*   Thanks  and  prayers 
to  the  Almighty  for  your  recovery*  And  now  let  me 
sing!  *  The  goose  and  the  gander  flew  over  the  green,  & 
fell  in  the  river  and  never  were  Been,  and  a  jolly  red 
rose  I-o-o-o,  &  a  jolly  red   rose  I-o*' 

R.  H.  3&»  — 

W   HEAR  SWEET  DARLING  REBECCA?   When  shall  I  see 
you  again,  my  dear  prattler,  when  shall  I  take  you  in 
my  arms  and  embrace  you*  May  the  Almighty  pre- 
serve you  for  many,  &  many  year®,  to  the  best  of  old 
age,  crowned  with  uninterrupted  health,  happiness  and 
felicity,  and  may  the  Almighty  endow  you  with  equal 
goodness,  love  and  affection  of  the  dear  woman  that 
gave  you  birth*  And  so,  my  dear  Beccy,  you  must  par- 
take of  the  indisposition  of  Hew  York*  Blessed  be  God 
that  you  are  restored,  and  let  us  aing!  'Diddle,  diddle, 
diddle-1  " 

IfOTSS  ffROJff.  BOSTON  TRANSCRIPT,  1^12* 
Hote  2476*  The  Hays  Family  of  Boston*  Moses  Michael 
Hays,  a  pioneer  broker  of  Boston,  died  May  9,  1$05«   Just 
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when  he  appeared  in  Boston  I  know  not,  but  he  was  among 
that  group  of  men  in  XfB$   who  amid  the  financial  disasters 
of  the  day  follov/ing  the  American  Revolution  saw  great 
possibilities  in  not  only  restoring  the  new  nation  to  thrift 
and  prosperity,  but  for  themselves  gathering  a  good  share 
of  wealth*  This  group  of  men  established  a  bank  in  Bos- 
ton. The  names  of  these  men  were  William  Phillips,  Isaac 
Smith,  Jonathan  Mason t  Thomas  Bus sell,  John  Lowell, 
Stephen  Higginson,  Edward  Pay  son,  John  Hurd,  and  Moses 
Michael  ways*  The  last  named  at  this  date  could  not  have 
been  long  a  resident  of  the  town,  but  was  known  sufficiently 
to  be  honored  with  the  comradeship  of  this  notable  group 
of  Bostonians*  In  l?9l  the  town  treasurer  appears  before 
the  selectmen  and  offets  as  his  security  Ifoses  Michael 
Hays,  broker;  William  Tudor,  Ssq#'g  Samuel  Clapp,  auction- 
eer, and  James  White,  stationer*   These  names  show  the 
business  associates  of  Mr.  Hays.  He,  was  well  known  as  a 
Hebrew,  who  was  firm  in  all  his  convictions  and  exemplary 
in  all  his  dealings,  and  he  was  in  spite  of  the  proverbial  bar- 
rier,  one  with  them  in  all  which  made  Boston  prosperous, 
and  its  homes  full  of  kindliness  and  neighborliness* 
Mr.  Hays  was  a  most  honored  member  of  the  Ancient 
and  Accepted  Order  of  Masons*   The  late  Mr. 
Se  reno  D.  Hickerson  gave  words  of  fitting  tribute 
to  Mr.  Hajrs,  as  a  Mason  and  as  a  man  among 
men.  He  held  honorable  positions  in  this  fra- 
ternity, and  maintained  this  position  with  credit  and  integ. 
rity.  And  when  he  passed  away  in  1805 ,  the  press  of 
Boston  voiced  the  general  sentiments  of  high  regard*  He 
was  one  of  the  shareholders  of  the  Boston  Theatre  from 
its  founding  and  was  on©  of  the  group  who  sought  to  make 
use  of  the  stage  for  the  forwarding  of  all  which  is  good 
and  true.   His  son,  Judah  Hays,  inherited  not  only  his 
share  of  the  paternal  realty,  'but  much  of  the  business 
ability.  We  find  him  among  the  founders  of  the  Boston 
Athenaeum.  Judah  Hays  died  unmarried  in  Florida  May 
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1,  I832.   The  two  elder  daughters  of  Mr.  Hays  married 
Hyers  "brothers  of  Richmond,  Va»  ,   and  thither  removed , 
and  descendants  reside  there  to*- day »  Perhaps  r;pme  reader 
of  these  notes  may  he  able  to  make  reply  to  thiu  suggestion- 
The  two  dau.g2ite.rs,  SXowey  and  Catherine,  removed  also 
to  Richmond*   fhera  were  In  Richmond  several  Jewish 
families,  and  religious;  services  •. rcre  maintained*  Catherine 
passed  away  in  January ,18 54, and,  transition  says,  the  same 
day  of  whioh  her  cousin  Judah  Touro  died*  Judah  Tot.ro 
in  his  will,  made  January,  1854,  gave  his  cousin  Catherine 
Hays  the  3um  of  five  thousand  dollars*   She  was  then 
seventy-seven  years  of  age,  and  he  m®   two  years  her  senior- 
As  Judah  Touro  never  returned  to  Boston  after  his  going 
away  in  1902,  and  n^Yor   after  18$2  rode  in  a  public  or 
private  conveyance,  the  probabilities  are  that  Judah  and 
Catherine  never  met  after  their  early  separation- 

-ally  and  Judith  Heiys  were  married  on  the  same  day, 
September  2$ ,  17%, $0  Moses  I  1   and  Samuel  lTyersf   half- 
brothers,  from  Hew  Yor>,  who  had  settled  in  Ricliaond- 
Sally,  a  charming,  pretty,  amiable  and  lively  woman,  gr  atly 
beloved  hy   her  family,  had  three  daughters,  Catherine,  Har- 
riet and  Julia;  and  the  sisters,  Catherine  and  Slowey,  when 
they  removed  to  Richmond,  made  their  homes  with  thenu 
My   grandmother,  Judith,  was  small,  dark,  pretty  aa4  pleas- 
ing, and  idolized  by  her  children*   She  died  in  1844,  having 
been  blind  for  a  few  years  before  her  death-   She  h'&a   six 
children,  Samuel  "EP-y&  Myers,   Henry  Myers,  Gustavus  A. 
?ryers,  Rebecca  Hays  layers,  Rachel  Hays  Myers  and  Ella 
T-'yers-  The  two  families  lived  near  each  other,  and  the 
sisters  and  the  children  mi&gled  in  constant  intercourse;  but 
the  two  spinster  aunts  were  jealous  of  the  Samuel  1'yers 
household,  and  bestowed  all  their  interest  on  the  family  of 
the  Bister  with  whom  they  lived-   Their  father,  looses 
Michael  Hays,  had  left  an  ample  fortune,  and  it  was  prop- 
erly administered  by  his  son  Jud£h ;  but  Moses  M-  Myers, 
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"by  unfortunate  investments,  lost  the  greater  part  of  his 
Own  and  his  wife's  property,  and  after  his  wife's  death  in 
1832  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  handsome  house  and  beau- 
tiful garden  (now  the  site  of  the  Riclmod  Howitzer 
Armory)  ,  and  live  very  economically*  When  Kiss*  ^lowey 
Hays  died  her  sister  Catherine  moved  into  her  Own  house, 
next  door  to  the  Monumental  Church,  where,  wttj*  failing 
mind,  she  lived,  cared  for  by  her  Boston  housekeeper,  Miss 
Kxcey  Gill,  and  some  valuable   negro  servants,  the  For re s- 
ers,  and  in  turn,  ay  her  nieces,  Catherine,  Harriet  and  Julia  , 
who  spent  some  weary  years  in  this  way*   These  most 
lovable  sisters  wer®   reduced  to  keeping  a  school  for  boys 
and  girls,  and  their  father  obtained  a  position  as  cashier 
in  a  bank*  This  went  on  until  the  death  of  their  aunt 
Catherine  Hays,  January,  1854,  when  they  inherited  what 
was  then  a  large  fortune  of  about  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  by  her  will  made  by  her  sifter  Slowey,  and  enjoined 
upon  her  so  as  to  exclude  as  far  as  possible  the  children 
of  her  sister  Judith,  of  whom  they  were  jealous,  and  whose 
husband  they  intensely  disliked*  Fortunately  the  family 
thus  disregarded  ,  had  ample  means*  My  grandfather,  Mr» 
Samuel  Myers,  had  died  in  I836,  leaving  his  children  well 
provided  for,  and  his  son  Gustavus  had  already  made,  an 
independent  fortune*   Br*  Henry  Myers  had  died  in  1845, 
and  my  father  in  1849*   The  three  daughters,  one  of 
whom,  Rachel,  had  married  many  years  before  this,  were 
in  more  than  comfortable  circumstances*  Thus  the  Hays' 
fortune,  though  unjustly  willed,  was  bestowed  upon  the 
people  who  needed  it  sorely  at  the  time,  and  whose  faithful 
care,  during  so  many  years,  cf  the  weak-minded  aunt,   de- 
served recompense*  Finally,  in  1883,  when  Julia  Myers, 
the  last  survivor,  followed  her  sisters,  Catherine  and  Har- 
riet, it  was  found  that  her  will  had  made  an  equal  distribu- 
tion, among  all  the  My&rn   branches* 

Miss  Excey  Gill  (probably  Achsah) ,  I  think,  deserves 
mention  in  this  Memoir  of  the  family  she  served  for  so 
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many  year  •►   She  was  a  Hew  Fnglsnd  woman,  who  had 
"been  employed  in  the  Hays  family  in  Bo  fton,  and  vho  fol- 
lowed the  fortunes  of  .Kiss  Catherine  and  ¥iss  olowey 
when  trey  removed  to  ."Richmond,  after  their  mother'  s  death* 
Miss  "Sxcey  must  have  "been  a  young  siroman  when  she  left 
her  native  land*   She  outlived  Ii©«  Catherine  Hays  sev- 
eral years*  As  I  remember  her  she  might  have  been  any 
age  from  fifty  to  severity,  very   tall,  very   spare  and  sallow, 
and  with  an  utter  disregard  of  feminine  vanities,  she  sug- 
gested such  a  personality  as  Mi  as  Sally  Brass,  of  famous 
memory*   She  wore  a  short  black  gown,  cut  lc!i<  enough  in 
the  neck  to  display  her  large  collar  bones,  with  sleeves  al- 
ways rolled  up  above  the  eloc-.v,  shoving  her  gaunt  sine<sry 
arms;  a  man's  broad  brimmed  straw  hat,  set  down  vtll  over 
her  rough  griazled  locks,  cornel  ::ted.  her  costume*   She  must 
have  had  a  little  mcney,  for  she  bought,  in  spite  of  Boston 
prejudices,  a,  beautiful  mulatto  woman,  Narcissa,  who  mar- 
ried Eichard  Forrester,  a  splendidly  handsome  mulatto, 
belonging  to  the  Misses  Hays,--  who  had  also  overcome 
their  abolition  principles  to  that  extent,— and  this  couple 
were  the  parents  of  a  large  family,  still  well  knovn  in 
Richmond,  as  caterers,  public  waiters,  and  in  various  capacl* 
ties* 

Although  Miss  Excey  divi  not  object  to  owning  slaves, 
she  treated  them  on  an  absolute  equality  with  herself,  and 
after  the  death  of  Miss  Catherine  Hays,  she  built  herself 
a  house,  and  took  these  Forresters  to  live  with  her,  more 
like  yovjcig   relatives  than  servants*  She  was  devoted  to 
gardening,  and  her  conservatories,  on  French  Garden  Hiv , 
towards  the  end  of  Seventh  Street,  «rere  famous  in  Bicjjt- 
mond*  She  was  aocidently  burned  to  death,  leaving  her 
home  and  some  other  property  to  the  Forresters* 

Richard  Forrester,  and  his  brothers,  were  the  devoted 
servitors  of  my  dear  cousins,  the  Misses  A.,  H*  and  J* 
Myers,  to  their  death,  and  ware  always  treated  with  mosi,  , 
affectionate  interest  and  kindness* 
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The  house  In  which  my  grandfather  ,?*r»   Samuel  ^"'yers, 
established  his  family  a  few  years  after  his  marriage  was 
built  by  himself  on  the  lot  now   o coupled  by  the  Memorial 
Hospital,  corner  of  Broad  and  Governor  Streets,  in  Bieh- 
mond,  Va»   It  was  a  large ,  square,  "brick  house,   with  lofty 
back  piazzas,  high  ceilings  and  wide  balls,   and  stood  in  a 
garden  which  occupied  three-fourths  of  the  square.   It  pos- 
sessed many  fruit  tree®  and  shrubs  and  flowers  and  grape- 
Tines  and  a  pleasant  arbor,  and  an  office  for  the  young  gent- 
lemen1 s  occupation  when  they  wished.   The  drawing-room 
and  dining-room  were  yery  spacious,  opening  into  each  other 
with  folding-doors.   The  mantlepieoes  were  of  gray  marble, 
with  graceful  fluted  columns  and  delicately  carved  wood- 
work, painted  white,  reaching  nearly  to  the  ceil  in:;*   (On® 
of  them  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  at  515  West 
Franklin  Street.)   There  were  arched,  recessed,  book- 
shelTes  on  either  side  of  the  fireplace  in  the  drawing-room, 
and  en  the  .?alls  hung  a  pair  of  %Ml   old-fashioned  round 
convey  steel  mirrors,  called  glrondoles8  now  owned  by  Mrs* 
Julius  -'orris*   After  the  death  of  my   grandfather  the  house 
was  rented  for  several  years  to  Judge  William  Crump,  who 
later  bought  it,  altered  and  enlarged  it,  and  occupied  it  ■ 
his  large  f sally  until  his  death,  many  years  a&ter.   Part 
of  the  garden  was  sold,  and  occupied  "by   a  lumber  yard,  and 
several  houses  on  Broad  Street,  among  which  was  that  of 
Captain  Joseph  ??yers,  and  on  Governor  Street  Fr«  Gusta- 
us  A.  Bfyers  built  his  house  and  law  office-        nt 
Bebscca  ate^gjs  grieved  over  the  giving  up  of  the  old  house, 
but  she  could  not  afford  to  keep  it  alone,  and  her  brother« 
in-1,  -w,  daptal  n  Joseph  Myers,  preferred  his  own  house,  s© 
she  yielded. 

Now  to  return  to  the  Hays  family:  I  do  not  know  why 
great -uncle,  Judah  Hays,  should  have  always  possessed 
a  sort  of  romantic  interest  for  me.  His  boyish  picture, 
taken  at  sixteen,  with  powdered  hair,  a  pendant  to  my  hand- 
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some  "brunettes  grandmother  Judith's  portrait,  in  "blue  square- 
neck  gO'Aii  and  lac®,  and  high  coiffure,  is  very  charming, 
with  its  delicate  and  refined  features;  and t he  Gilbert  Stuart 
portrait,  taken  many  years  later,  with  auburn  hair  and  fresh 

•  ::\  ,..:'.,   impresses  one  with  its  intellect  and  "beauty, 
The  letters  written  hixa  by  his  brother-in-law,  my  grand- 
father, "frr.  Samuel  T<"yers,  through  many  years,  show  much 
confidence  in  Ms  judgment,  and  much  affectionate  interest 
and  admiration,  and  the  family  tradi  tions  have  always  em- 
phasised the  regard  in  which  all  the  family  held  him;  ©Ten 
the  two  sisters  who  troubled  and  vexed  him  loved  him 
warmly*   But  aside  from  all  this,  I  have  conjured  up  the 
suspicion  of  an  unfortunate  love  affair*   He  was  a  nan  of 
much  culture,  and  had  traveled®  xtensively*    any  of  the 
"objects  of  art"  preserved  in  our  family  were  collected  "by 
him  in  Italy.   He  wasdrowned  at  St*  Augustine  in  the 
summer  of  1852,  vAiile  bathing*    /   father,  Samuel  Hays 
yers,  had  seen  much  of  his  Uncle  Judah  while  at  Harvard, 
and  loved  him  sincerely* 

Young  as  X  was  when  ny  father,  Samuel  Hays  ?.fyera, 
died  in  1849- -he  was  fifty-one  and  I  not  quite  five--!  wan 
remember  him,  dark,  very  handsome,  with  deep  blue  eyes* 
I  was  the  only  little  girl  in  the  ".'"yers  family  in  that  genera- 
tion and  was  greatly  petted*   I  can  remember  his  mer&y 
games  with  me*    roa  others  I  knew  that  he  was  a  thor- 
oughly manly  man,  highly  intellectual,  a  beautiful  reader, 
especially  of  Byron's  poems,  then  in  vogue ,  and  a  favorite 
"in  cultivated  society,  but  not  successful  in  either  law  or 
business*   His  brother  Henry,  a  physician,  also  highly  cul- 
tivated and  poetical  and  of  an  exquisitely  sensitive  nature, 
died  unmarried  v*rhen  ibfraty-nine;  and  the  youngest  brother, 
Gustavus,  a  man  of  the  world,  a  fine  lawyer  and  patron  of 
the  arte,  very  witty  and  charming,  an  ornament  to  Rich- 
mond society  and  to  the  bar,  and  greatly  beloved^  died  in 
69,  having  one  childf  William  Barksd&le  Myerst  an 
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artist,    who   died  in  1875?  when  thirty-four  years   old,   a  few 
years  after  his  father.        He    is   still   survived  "by  his  lovely 
widow*   nfee  Mat tie  ^aul,   and  his   two  daughters,  Leila 
Augusta  Morgan  of  Brooklyn,   and  Adela  "Pegram  Q'Seill 
of  "Boston.      The  wife  of  Gustavus  A.   Myers  was  Mrs.   Anne 
Augusta  Conway,   a  widowed  daughter  of  Governor  Giles. 

Of  ny  father's   three   sisters,    the  eldest,   Rebecca  Hays 
layers i    was    the   delight   of   the  family  for   three   generations* 
Tn   her  youth  she   had  been  very  beautiful,    with  «sn  exquisite 
ocmp1  exion  and  light-brown  curls,   and  when  I -first   remem- 
ber her   in  her  middle   apie,    she   was  still  very   handsome. 
Her  eyes   were    dark  gray  and  expressive,    her  teeth  falwless 
pearls,   her  lau^h  delightfully   contagious*      She   was   of  mid- 
dle  height,    erect   without    Vtlff&tMf   and  well-rounded;    but 
her  beauty  was  lost,    sight  of    in  her   sparkling  wit,    and  in  her 
wonderful   charm.        ^he   was  full   of  enthusiastic   interest   in 
all    things,   poetry,    art,   literature,  religion.  Her  temper  was 

perfect;    her  heart  warm,    her  nature   sunny,   but  so   deep  and 
tender  that  she   was    capable   of  much  suffering.      Bhe  loved 
children,   and  was   equally  loved  hy  them,   and  I  believe   she 
enjoyed   the  placing  of  games  as  much  as  her  brother*  s   chil- 
dren and  grandchildren  and  others,    whose   chief  delight  was 
to  pay  visits   to  Aunt  •Bec^and   the   walks,   and  readings, 
and  twilight   talks  ami  stories,   will  nevsr  be  forgotten  by 
them.      Only  one   of   the   three   sisters  married*      "he   and 
her  husband,   Captain  Joseph  Myers,  w ere    cousins;    he  a 
son  of  Samson  B/fjrsrs,   who  had  died  while   still  a  young 
ma,   had  been  left  an  orphan  when  about   two  years   old, 
and  had  been  brought  up  by  his   uncle,  Moses  '"•   Vyers, 
almost. as  his  own   son,   and  was  loved  like  a  brother  liy  his 
cousin,    Catherine,    Harriet  and  Julia,    the  elder  of  whom 
was  about  his   age*     He   entered  the  United  states  Navy  at 
thirteen  years  of   age,   and  in  due   course  of  time  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  Commander*      In  his  youth  he  had 
an  unfortunate  love   affair--his  beautiful   and    charming 
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fiancfce,  karate  Ann  Ward,  of  Petersburg,  Va« ,  dying  of 
typhoid  fever  when  only  seventeen  years  old*    er  lover's 
heart  was  almost  broken,  and  his  life  irretrievably  saddened, 
although  in  later  years  fee  tenderly  loved  his  cousin  Rachel 
Hays  ''vers,  much  younger  than  himself,  to  whom  he  was 

rried  in  l83<  •    everal  years  before  this  bis  health  had 
been  shattered  by  an  African  cniise,  which  infected  him 
■m+h   an  incurable  disease*   He  lived  until  March,  I;:  62, 
havtn?  been  partially  paralyzed  for  thirty  years*,  but  with 
intellect  un&immea  and  mental  energy   unabated*     ■  had 
been  a  singularly  active  young  sailor,  full  of  mischief,  lov- 
ing to  tease  his  cousins,  all  of  whom  adored  him  and  were 
his  willing  slaves*   3fow  year  by  year  he  grew  more  help- 
less, and  was  obliged  to  lean  on  his  bride* s  arm  during  the 

adding  ceremony,  and  his  days  were  spent  on  a  sofa  in  his 
little  library  in  the  house  he  built  after  his  marriage,  oppo- 
site the  Monumental  Church,  on  Broad  Street,  in  Richmond, 
Va.|   lis  sweet  wife,  Rachel,  and  her  sisters  Rebecca  and 
1?lla,  who  lived  with,  them,   too];  care  to  be  always  within 
sound  of  hie  vkistle,  for  trained  nurses  wre  unknown  at 
that  period,  and  he  objected  to  the  ministrations  of  domes- 
tics when  lie  could  avoid  them*   lie  read   great  deiil    and 
kept  himself  informed  fully  on  the  questions  of  the  day, 
t ale i n g  a  fie ry  i n  t a r e 8 1  i n  p clitics,  so  t ha t  wh e n  1 1  le  wa r   be- 
tween the  States  began,  the  year  before  his  death,   he   re- 
signed from  the  United  States  Navy,  in  which  he  ms  a 
retired  officer,  and     entered  'the  Confederate  Savy*   His 
wife,  my  dear  aunt  Bach  el,  never  tired  of   hsr  labor  of  love* 
In  his  house  everything  as  crciered  according  to  his  .ishes, 
handsome  entertainments  were   given  and  generous  hos- 
pitality exercised;  children  were  encouraged,  for  he  loved 
them,  and  one  of  bis  greatest  enjoyments  s?as  to  .provide  pleas- 
i  res  for  them*   lie  would  preside  at  his  dinner  par  tier;  and 
receptions  in  his  wheel  chair,  dressed  in  hie  uniform,  a  stri- 
king figure,  though  so  shrunken,  with  his  aarfc-brown,  deep- 
est, patient  eyes,  and  his  snowy  hair  and  beard*   His  suffer- 
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ings   during  those  twenty- two  year a  or  more  were  excru- 
ciating, for  there  were  sharp  pains  every  few  mom- 
ents  in  those   helpless  limbs,   and  occasionally  he 
was  forced  to  keep  his  bed,   but  as  a  rule  he 
was   carefully  dressed  and  went    3  all  his  meals 
in  his  wheel  chair,  which  would  ha  rolled  into  a  sort  of  lift 
he  had  designed,  on  his  upper  back  porch*   He  also  took 
TV  ny   trips  in  summer  to  the  Virginia  Sprint,  his   three 
womenkind  and  sometimes  his  cousin  Harriet  "yers,  who 
wrote  a  fine  hand  and  was  often  his  amanuensis,  accompany- 
ing him,  with  a  man  and  a  maid  and  an  immense  quantity  of 
baggage,  and  he  would  be  liften  from  train  to  train  or  stage 
coach.   I  was  born  in  his  house  during  a  visit  to  him  by  b 
mother  and  father,,  and  was  his  pet  and  darling  from  that 
time  forth  until  his  death,  when  I  was  seventeen.   His  de- 
voted wife  never  recovered  from  the  des  lation  caused  by 
his  death;  Her  "occupation  was  pone"--  she  could  not  rouse 
herself  to- resist  disease,  and.  died  of  pneumonia  in  July, 
1862,  a  few  months  after  her  husband,  leaving  her  twin 
sister,  Flla,  and  the  elder  one,  Relrecca,   all  in  all  to  eacft 
other,  for  fifteen  ye" rs«    They  had  passed  through  the 
anxieties  and  sorrows  of  the  war  when  blindness  began  to 
affect  my  dear  Aunt  Rebecca,  but  her  death  from  a  fall 
mercifully  spared  her  that  great  calamity.    Though  over- 
whelmed by  the  blow,  the  surviving  sister,  Ella,  contrary 
to  all  expectation^  recovered  in  the  course  of  time  from  the 
anguish  and  horror  of  her  sister* s  sudden  death,  and  lived 
many  year®,   surrounded  by  the  loving  care  of  many  friends, 
and  most  especially  of  her  heart's  best-beloved,  her  nephew, 
Edmund  T»  P»  Fyers,  my  brother,  of  whom  I  will  speak 
later • 

The  three  sisters,  Catherine,  Harriet  and  Julia  ~syers, 
all  of  whom  had  passed  away  before  their  cousin  Ella,  were 
the  delight  of  my  childhood,  and  the  beloved  of  my  matar- 
i  ty«   This  feeling  was  shared  by  many;  never  was  there 
such  a  menial  household!/   After  the  nightmare  of  their  poor 
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Aunt  Catherine's  cara  was  removed  by  her  death,  and  when 
they  found  themselves  possessed  of  means  to  live  without 

anxiety,  their  every  thought  seeded  to  he  how  to  make  each 
other  and  everybody  else  happy.    f   cousin,  Catharine 
Hfyera,  had  a  fine  .mind  a&sd  a  beautiful  nature;  her  patience 
and  cheerfulness  during  the  years  of  her  blindness  (for  the 
calamity  her  cousin  Rebecca  had  avoi  ded  fell  upon  her) 
made  it  seem  to  us  all  that  she  did  not  feel  it,  and  yet  I 
knew  there  was  many  a  weary  hour  without  her  former  in- 
tellectual occupations*   Her  sisters  read  to  her  a  great  deal; 
Julia,  who  T</vas  an  excellent  musician  and  had  sung  delight- 
fully, played  for  her  and  with  her,  for  they  could  pla; 
simple  duets;  and  she  used  1©  -nit  a  little,  and  even  sew; 
but  there  were  many  unoccupied  hours,  always  borne  ?/ith 
sweet  serenity.   Harriet  was  not  so  r  Bimrkably  gifted  as 
her  sisters,  but  was  charming  and  the  embodiment  of  fun 
and  jollity  and  innocent  delight  in  the  ordinary  pleasures 
of  life.   The  three  sisters  formed  such  a  unit  that  their 
El  me  a  arete  inseparable  among  their  f  rieni  s-   Catherine 
died  eight  years  "before  Harriet  and  Julia,  but  the  two  were 
fa   y  in  eaoh  other  until  the  last  fatal  parting  came,  and 
then  Julia,  the  survivor,  though  making  a  most  touching 
effort,  was  unable  to  bear  her  loneliness,  and  died  in  less 
than  a  year  of  a  broken  heart. 

"Edmund  Trowbridge  Dana  Myers  waa  the  son  of  Samuel 
Pays  "*fyers  and  Fliza  TCennon  -yer^^   nee  ^ord-cai. 

I  have  heard  my  dear  mother  say  that  ,v:  n  her  eon 
Edmund  was  a  little  child  her' constant  prayer  Jtor  him  was 
that  he  might  grow  up  to  be  a  useful  man*  ""ever  was  as- 
piration more  amply  fulfilled  as  the  clippings  from  the 
newspapers  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1$05»  ^';  !  '  sstifyj 
useful  to  his  family,  to  his  friends,  to  his  profession,  and 
to  his  native  city  and  Stat®.   Sturdy  honesty,  exalted  moral- 
ity, noble  pride j  and  reverent  humility,  t  he  deepest  and  ten- 
direst  affection,  and  stern  regard  for  duty,  each  were  the 
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elements  in  my  "brother's  character.  As  his  son  Fdmttnd 
once  said  to  me,  the  XV  Psalm  might  have  been  written 
for  him: 

"Lord,  who  shall  abide  in  Thy  tabernacle? 
th©  shall  dwell  in  Thy  holy  hill? 

He  that  walketh  uprightly  and  worketh  righteousness, 
And  speaketh  the  truth  in  his  heart, 
He  that  backbiteth  not  with  his  tongue, 
For  doeth  evil  to  his  neighbor* 
He  that  sweareth  to  his  ®-,m   hurt,  and  changing  not." 

His  ability  as  a  civil  engineer  was  great*   He  began  his 

career  at  th©  affe  of  seventeen,  and  was  from  this  time  in- 
defatigable in  his  profession*   At  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
of  1861  to  1865,  he  was  living  with  his  wife  and  two  your 
children  in  Georgetown,  D«  C» ,   working  under  General  Melg 
on  the  Aqueduct*   He  entered  th©  Confederate  Army  ^n- 

neer  Corp®,  with  title  of  ?'rajor,  and  served  throuffho^t  the 
four  years  of  the  war  and  later  was  president  of  the  Rich- 
mond, Fredericksburg  and  Potomac  R.  B*  till  his  death.   His 
wit  was  sparkling,  his  humor  charming*   Wifh  children  h 
was  adoring  and  adored*   As  a  younr  man  he  was  very   hand- 
some; in  height  a  little  above  the  medium,  slender,  and  very 
active*  His  features  were  regular,  and  somewhat  aquiline; 
he  was  very  dark,  with  dark  broan  hair  and  mustache,  &e*p 
gray  eyes,  and  brilliant  and  perfect  teeth.    For  many  years 
he  as  the  head  of  the  family,  and  their  idol  and  pride. 
His  summons  came  suddenly.   He  was  seventy-fire  when 
the  stab  of  angina  pectoris  laid  him  low,  but  was  still  active, 
and  seemed  scarcely  sixty*  In   the  midst  of  his  career,  with 
intellect  undimmed,  and  usefulness  unimpaired,  he  went 
down  like  a  gallant  ship  with  all  its  colors  flying- 

Edmund  T.  D.  "'yers  married  in  1856  Fannie  Col- 
quhoun  Trigg,  the  young  and  beautiful  daughter  of  lilburn 
Trigg   ad  Barbara  Colquhoun-   They  were  married  for 
forty-three  years,  when  she  died,  leaving  two  sons  and  a 
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daughter.   The  eldest  son,  T.ilburn  Trigg  ryers,   the  present 
head  of  the  family,  is  unmarried*   The  daughter,  lizzie 
^ennon  ^yers,  married  in  January,  IB  8,  William  C«  Pres- 
ton, of  Lexington,   Va. ,   a  young  gentleman  of  sterli 
worth,  who  "became  a  prominent  lawyer  in  Richmond,  and 
who  died  in  the  prime  of  i»if e,  leaving  his  widow  with  four 
young  children,  two  daughters  and  two  sons,  Elizabeth 
Randolph  Preston,   Caroline   yers  Preston,  Thoman  Lewis 
pr«ston,   End  Edmund  'Vers  Preston*   The  yo1  i  et  living 
child  of  K.  T.  D«  Fyers   is  &«  T.  D»  layers,  Jr- ,   who  mar ri Sty 
KiSB  Grace  Adams,  of  Maryland*  They  hare  two  children, 
"Prances  Colquhoun  Fyers,  no-^v  T.rrs«  McDonald  Wellford, 
and  Ann®  ^ays  ,Tyers« 

Caroline  ??yers,  the  writer  of  this  ^eraoir,   daughter  of 
Saauel  Hays  ?"yers  and  Fliza  TTennor  yQr&t    and  sister 
of  F.  T.  D.  ?.TyerB,  «s  born  on  December  5i  1844*   Hejf 
father  died  before  she  was  fire  years  old,  and  her  mother 
when  she  ms  sixteen,  having  lived  long  enough  to  give  her 
the  priceless  heritage  of  her  instruction  and  example*   She 
married  December  6,  1865 »  when  twenty-one  years  old}  VEIN 
ward  Cohen,  ©f  Baltimore,  twenty-eight  years  old,  member 
of  a  distinguished  family  of  that  place,  who  settled  in  Hich- 
mond  at  the  close  of  the  war,  in  which  he  had  served  the 
Confederacy"   He  became  a  much- valued  citizen,  helped 
to  found  the  City  Bank  of  Richmond,  of  which  he  was  for 
a  ay  pears  President,  and  died  January  18 ,  1868,  leaving 
no  children. 
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Moses  'Tordecai  was  born  at  Bonn,  in  Germany,  in  4:he 
year  1707  ♦   He  was,  to  quote  from  the  family  register,  a 
.i  of  strict  integrity,  by  profession  a  broker*  He  married 

in  Fa gland  Flizabetb  VHiitlock,  who,  adopting  the  name  of 
"Father,  had  previously  become  ■   convert  to  the  Jewish 
faith,  which  she  adhered  to  in  the  strictest  manner.    They 
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removed  to  America,   to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,   v/here 
three  sons  ware  "born  to  them;  the  eldest,  Jacob,  the  ancestor 
of  cur  present  family,  was  "born  April  11,  1762,  and.  by   the 
time  he  mas  old  enough  to  take  an  interest  in  public  matters 
•  ho  oppressive  acts  of  George  ITT*  s  government  were  filling 
all  minds  with,   apprehension*    Jn   1'774,  being  then  twelve 
years  old,  Jacob  was  sent  tea  large  school  kept  by  Captain 
Joseph  Stiles,  in  Philadelphia,  who  also  taught  a  class  of 
young  men  mathematics  and  the  science  of  navigation^ 

Jap  tain  Stiles*  «••  I  quote  from  my  grandfather's  own  nar- 
rative,  a.      .1  for  his  grandson  many  years  later  ~~nhad 
been  an  officer  in  the  British  -fayy,  and  he  pressrTsd  in  his 
school  a  very  rigid  discipline,  such  as  in  those  days  would 
he  considered  very  severe,  .yet  he  seldom  had  occasion  to 
use  the  rod  or  ferrule,   though  both  made  a  conspicuous 
figure  at  his  side*   His  assistant  was  an  old  comrade  x  at  it 
this  gentleman,  Captain  utiles ,  was  very  early  in  the  Revolu- 
tion appointed  commissary  of  military  stores*  1   knew  him 

ny  y     after  t   attained  the  age  of  manhood*   The  ac- 
count 1  have  given  to  you  of  him  is  at  this  distant  day  a 
sort  of  tribute  to  the  memory  of  one  I  have  always  re- 
spected, and  whose  mortal  remains  have  lonfc  mouldered 
to  dust  and  ashes*   ?ram  this  school  I   ias  removed 
by  my  father  to  the  office   of  his  friendj  David  Franks, 
Ksqulre,   rhe  early  in  the  war  was  appointed  commis- 
sary for  British  prisoners*   This  gentleman  was  the  father 
of  the  celebrated  ',;'iss  Pranks  i  i  |   whe  'became  a 
eonspiouous  lady  of  her   day-   1774-  brought  to  a  crisis  the 
long-pending  threats  of   the  British  goveSri^ient  for  rais- 
ing revenue  by  unlawful  means  from  the  American  Colo- 
nies,   at   st  m.       After  the  early  troubles  at  Boston  and 
Salem  >^iz   the  addresses  to  the  King,  the '.people  throughout 
the  towns  and  country  formed  military  associations*  Their 
imlf        'ally  m>n   a  hunting  shirt,   dye'd  as  fancy 

stinted,  and  the  youth  s  in  schools  and  colleges  in  Philadel- 
phia formed  themselves   into  companies  distinguished  by 
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different  colore,  armed  with  guns,  and  trained  in  military 

exercises*    That  to  which  1  "belonged  was  clothed  in  dark 
jeans  faced  with  white*   Others  wore  nankeen,  faced  it h 
white,  blue  or  green*     These  companies  were  all  collected, 
and  in  the  year  of  the  rifle  or  frock  men,  marched  to  Fraak- 
fort,  about  five  mile®  from  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of 
escorting  the  delegates  to  town*   They  were  on  horseback, 

■o  and  two,  and  with  their  military  escort  formed  a  long 
procession*   The  road  was  lined  with  people,  and  resounded 
with  huzzas,  drums,  etc* ,  and  exhibited  a  lirely  scene*  ?>  . 
were  escorted  to  the  Stat®  \  tso,  where  we  were  dismissed, 
cohered  with  dust,  and  crowned  with  oak  bushes,  felt  our- 
selves a  most  invincible  body,  capable  of  resisting  the  whole 
British  Army*   The  gentleman  with  whom  I  was  last  at 
school  then  held  a  military  appointment  and  took  great  pains 
in  organizing  our  company*   We  were  commanded  by  a  lad 
~. -med  Clarkson,  I  in  the  humble  office  cf  sergeant,  had 
thus  the  honor  of  escorting  into  Philadelphia  the  first  Amer- 
ican Congress*   This  was  in  the  month  of  September,  1774* 
About  thin  time  the  Tories  began  to  manifest  in  words  heir 
dissatisfaction  with  public  measures,  and  an  example  was 

de  of  a  conspicuous  character,  13r*  John  ICnowsley,  a 
physician  of  eminence*   The  mob  rode  him  on  a  pole 
through  some  of  the  principal  streets,  and  he  soon  after 
disappeared  from  the  public  scene*  Another  person  ridi- 
culed a  company  of  militia  when  on  parade;  he  ,:as  com™ 
pell  ad  to  apologise  on  his  knees  and  was  then  dismissed* 

:  Has  an  old  mai  ,  acquainted  with  my  father,  in  whose 
house  he  took  shelter  from  the  mob  that  followed*   They 
demanded  His  person,  which  f   father  refused  to  sur- 
render.  The  exasperated  multitude  attacked  the  house  with 
stones  and  missiles,  and  demolished  orrery   pane  of  \:    ss 
in  the  front  of  the  buildin  <   Just  as  the  mob  wap  dis- 
appearing and  a  guard  placed  to  protect  any  further  attempt 
on  the  poor  man1 a  person,  I  returned  from  parade,  and  was 
much  mortified  to  "think  that  the  house  of  a     I  Whig 
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should  thus  "be  attacked  for  protecting  a  man  who  had  been 
dismissed  without  injury  by  those  whom  he  had  offended* 
After  dark  the  poor  man  escaped  to  his  own  house,  where 
he  secreted  himself  until  his  offense  was  forgiven.   These 
are  the  only  acts  of  violence  that  I  recollect,   and  it   is 
greatly  to  the  credit  of  Americans  that  few  aets,  and  none 
of  a  sanguinary  nature,  |?ere  recorded  of  personal  -violence 
being  committed  by  the  ruling  party  on  those  denominated 
Tories  at  the  early  commence. ..ent  of  the  Revolution  x  x  x 
When  8t»  John  was  captured  by  Montgomery,  among  the 
'"ritish  cap  tire  a  was  Lieutenant  Andre,  afterwards  known 
as  the  unfortunate  Major  Andre  •    The  garrisons  were  sent 
to  Philadelphia,   where  I  frequently  had  the  opportunity  of 
seeing  the  youn?  Lieutenant  x  &    x  Mf   impression  is 
that  he  was  thin,  anA  for  an  Englishman,   of  dark  com- 
plexion*  But  for  the  misfortunes  that  afterwards  attended 
him  this  notice  ml  flit  seem  unnecessary.    He  toofe  a  minia- 
ture likeness  at  that  time  of  the  celebrated  Miss  Pranks,  and 
presented  it  to  her,  accompanied  by  a  few  beautiful  lines  of 
poetry.   It  was  at  the  house  of  this  lady's  father,  Da-rid 
Franks,  that  I  saw  him  while  he  was  a  paroled  prisoner-39 

The  next  in  date  among  the  old  documents  finds  my 
grandfather  living  in  Warrenton,  Worth  Carolina.   He  had 
married,  when  only  twenty-three  years  old,  Judith  ?fyera, 
daughter  of  ^*y®r   lyers,  of  New  York?  a  lovely  and  most 
lovable  wem&fi  of  his  own  faith;  and  with  her  t    after  several 
migrations,  had  at  last  settled  in  "war  rent  on,  a  small  town 
in  Kortb  C&  rclina*   This  place  ma   destined  to   be  the  home 
of  the  family  for.  some  twenty-fire  years,  and  there  his 
calling  was  at  first  that  of  a  country  merchant,  which  in- 
cluded at  that  time  a  more  or  less  extensive  trade  in  tobacco, 
cotton,  and  the  cereals,  as  well  as  the  greater  variety  of 
the  country  store  of  the  present  day.   Judith  Mordecai, 
always  delicate,,  and  with  a  fast-increasing  family,  suc- 
cumbed after  the .death  of  the  seventh  child,  which  had  neYer 
breathed,  leaving  her  husband  in  deep  distress*   Their 
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union  had  lasted  about  twelve  years*   The  eldest  child, 

Vosss,  was  only  eleven  years  old  at  the  time; and  the  young- 
est, Caroline,  a  baby  of  two*   The  latter  was  placed  with 
her  mother's  sister,  &frs*  Biehea  Marx,  living  in  Richmond*, 
There  had  always  existed  a  devoted  attachment  between 
Judith  "ordecai  and  her  brother  Samuel  My©r«,  who  had 
recently  lost  his  wife;  and  the  two  eldest  girls,  Rachel  and 
l^llen,  children  of  about  six  and  seven  years,  were  taken  by 
their  uncle,  at  their  dying  mother's  request,  to  relieve  their 
father'  s  burden*   Samuel  ■'yers  married  again  soon  after 
his  sister's  death,  Judith  Hays,  of  Boston,  and  settled  in 
Richmond,  and  the  little  ^irls  were  kindly  cared  for  for 
about  two  years,  when,  their  father  having  married  a  second 
time,   they  were  brought  back  to  Warrantor* 

;le  little  Fachel  and  ^llen  lived  at  their  uncle's  house 
they  used  to  visit  their  father's  mother,  the  Esther  ""hit-lock 
before  mentioned,  who  had  embraced  Judaism,  and  who, 
not  content  with  one  husband  of  the  Jewish  faith,  had,  after 
the  death  of  Mr*  Kordeoai,  married  Mr*  Jacob  Cohen, 
great- uncle  of  the  present  Ur*    Menace  Cohen,  of  Baltimore, 
and  the  couple  were  living  in  a  pleasant  wMte  cottage  which 
stood  at  the  corner  of  Governor  and  Broad  Streets,   on  the 
lot  afterwards  owned  "oy     Mr*  Jaquelin  Taylor  and  the 
Richardson  family*    I  have  often  been  told  by    dear 
Aunt  ^llen  Vordecai  of  these  delightful  visits  to  her  grand- 

•ther,  and  of  how  kind  she  was  to  the  little  sirls*     en 
their  father  married  a^ain  the  children  were  taken  back  to 
Warrenton  to  the  kind  care  of  their  /Mother's  sister*  He* 
becca,   no?/ become  their  stepmother,  whose  task  was    re3 

n  o  sinecure*   Rachel,  the  eldest  &irl,  and.  Caroline,   the 
yc    mtt    seem  to  have  always  been  tractable,  as  well  is 
studious   :;  sensible;  but  l?llen  was  as  a  child  pleas  e- 
loving  and  wilful.   However,  she  m&   only  a  ;    g   girl 

when  she  began  to  lend  a  helping  hand,  and  as  her  char- 
acter developed  it  became  singularly  s  elf-saerif  icin---   She 
as  too  conscientious,  too  unswerving  in  pursuance  of  her 
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own  ideas  of  duty,  too  Spartan-like  in  her  standards  for 
others;  although  full  of  tenderness,  she  was  Vigorous  to 

an  extreme  in  the  details  of  her  life.    he  never  married. 
Her  derotion  to  all  her  "brothers  and  sisters  was  deep,  hut 
her  lor©  for  her  "Brother  Sol,"  two  years  her  junior,  be- 
s;inninp  in  early  childhood,  became  the  absorbing  passion 
of  her  life;  and  after  he  settled  as  a  physician  in  Mobile, 
and  soon  affer  married,  her  heart  was  sorrowfully  fixed 
upon  this  belOTOd  object,  s©  far  removed  from  her  by  dis- 
tance, and  more  especially  by  his  family  ties*   She  paid 
many  visits  to  him  and  their  sister  Caroline,  !rrs»  Plunkett, 
who  lived  in  Mobile  during  almost  all  the  long  .years  of  her 
her  widowhood;  but  she  was  actually  happier  after  his 
death  in  1869,  than  she  had  been  during  the  forty-five  years 
of  his  married  life,   for  she  felt  nearer  to  him*  My   dear 
A  unt  HI  en  lived  to  extreme  old  age,  dying  in  the  autumn  of 
3l8S4,  within  a  few  v/eelcs  of  ninety-four  years,  in  full  pos- 
session of  her  mental  faculties  and  of  her  hearing  and  eye- 
sight.  Her  sister  Hachel  had  died  in  1838,  a  convert  on 
her  deathbed  to  Christianity,  to  which  she  had  leaned  for 
some  years,   and  later  her  daughters  followed  her  example. 
Eller 


few  years  after  his  death. 

To  return  to  the  earlier  time,  it  was  perhaps  natural  that 
Kebecca  '-yore,  the  younger  half-sister  of  his  first  wife, 
should  be  my  grandfather's  choice  in  providing  a  mother 
for  bis  children,  and  she  an  amiable  and  dutiful  younp- 
woman,  took  charts  of  her  little  nephews  and  nieces  with 
tenderness  and  devotion.   This  was  no  easy  task  with  those 


my  own 

*!r  'is  ?** 
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written 
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after  her  death,  October,  1863,  Orhows  thee  stimation  in  -which 
which  she  was  held.   To  quote: 

w  A  few  minutes  before  seven  this  evening  our  dear 
and  £00&  tether  breathed  his  last*   We  may  truly 
say  that  all  the  virtues  that  contribute  to  a  spotless 
character  combined  in-.her*  A  better  nor  a  ,-;urer 

irit  nerer   breathed*" 

Caroline,  like  her  two  sisters,  had  be run,  as  pocn  as  she 

was  old  enough,   to  teaoh  in  her  father's  school.   One  cf 
the  teachers,  Mr*  Aehille  Plunkett,   a  native  of  France, 
refugee  from  Ban  Domingo,  fell  in  love  with  her  and  they 
were  deeply  attached  to  one  another,  but  her  father  disap- 
proved on  account  ©f  the  disparity  in  are  and  difference 
of  religion,  Us*   PlunVett  professing  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith.   The  lovers  were  very  unhappy  for  six  long  years, 
when  the  father  yielded  to  the  manly  &n&   touer.    repre- 
tations  made  "by--  Kfr*  FXunkott  and  the  dejection  of  %] 
itojf*   They  were  married  in  1820 f  and  had  three 
sons,   and  fc-r  a  few  yours  were  tdoaXiy  happy,  arkon  death 
invaded  their  household,  swept  away  two  children,  almost 
at  a  blow;  -\n3  about  two  yeari-s  -.  !   r  the  third  cnild  and 
the  husband  were  taken,   fko  ^oor,  stricken  wife  and 
mother  then  went  to  Mobile,  Alabama,  to  litoe,  to  be  near 

p  brother  Solomon,  who  had  settled  there  in  the     :tice 
3f  medicine,  and  for  many  year  a  si  ►ported  herself 
keeping  a  school*       -..a  a  woman  of  fine  mind  and  ele- 
gant accomplishments,  and  of  gentle  and  lovely  nature; 

';  h.ir    "fortune*  and  her  lonely  life,  and  isaperfoot 
health,  festered  a  predisposition  to  -Aorbidnees-   She  vacil- 
I  in  religion ?  \  '      lly  becoming  a  Unitarian*  A  few 
-:  before  the  war  she  freed  her  tlr  ee  slaves,   consisting 
of  her  confidential  maid  with  her  son  ^n&  d:     -    tetj    and 

at  them  to  PrOTidene© ,  H*  I*,  to  live,  iadfc  ing,  as  she 
t%  t,  ample  provision  for  their  ,-■,        crt*    sen  the  war 
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broke  out  she  began  to  worry  over  the  impossibility  of  get- 
ting money  to  them  and  fancied  them  starving   -he  broke 
up  her  home  in  '."'©bile,  and  went  to  liar  step-mother1  s 
:io  .?,3  in  Richmond  to  live,  a®  she  had  been  begged  to  do  by 
all  the  family;  but  her  health  gave  way  wider  the  strain, 
ker  mind  became  filled  with  morbid  fancies,  and  her  weli 
eeme  release  came  the  following  year,  at  the  asylum  in 
Baleigh,  M.  C.  ,  in  1362,  while  the  war  was  at  its  height* 

It  was  in  3.810,  that  my  grandfather d  eeided  on  a 
nev>  vocation-  Commercial  life  did  not  greatly  interest 
-::-.',•/«  Always  studious,  and  devoted  to  literary,  and 
especially  to  Biblical,  research,   he  must  have  soon  felt 
that  in  spite  of  his  early  imperfect  education,  the  work 
in  life  for  him  must  be  intellectual,   and  the  most 
available  field  that  in  which  he  might  l-.r^rt  to 
others  his  hard-earned  knowledge*   Reverses  in  fortune 
mads  it  necessary  to  give  up   his  business,  and  not  deterred 
by  the  disadvantages  he  labored  under  on  account  of  his 
race  (Ms  own  being  the  only  Jewisk  family  in  the  place, 
and  indeed  within  a  large  circuit),  he e stablished  in  ¥ar- 
renton  a  non-sectarian  boarding  school  for  girls,  which 
had  in  a  few  years  grown  in  fame  and  consequence,  num- 
bering over  eighty  pupils,  and  with  a  staff  ©f  teachers  so 
remarkable  in  that  time  and  place  as  to  deserve  notice*  My 
grandfather,  Jacob  Mordecai,  was  principal*   His  third 
son,  Solomon,  after  a  few  years  preparation  with  Mr* 
3eorgs,  a  noted  teacher  of  that  day,  at  sixteen   took  the 
place  of  first  assistant*   Hachel,  now  nearly  twenty  years 
old,  was  at  the  head  of  some  of  the  most  important  classes, 
and  was  in  fact  general  directress,  assisted,  as  they  became 
Old  enough,  by  her  sisters  Ellen  and  Caroline*  ?'r«  Achilla 
Plunkett  and  his  son,  refugees  from  San  Domingo,  men 
of  elegant  cultivation,  w^r®   teachers  of  French  and  music* 
Wr*   I*  Taste,  also,  X  believe,  from  San  Domingo,   and 
Kr*  filler,  perhaps  from  Ingland,  the  tradition  of  i?hose 
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accompli shments  and  fascinations  still  linger  in  the  town, 
were  at  different  times, 'drawing,   usic,  and  dancing 

masters.   The  system  of  teaching  was  at  all  times  thor- 
ough, so  far  as  it  went;   and  in  moral  and  practical  train- 
ing accorded  with  the  Edge  wort  Man  ideas,  then  in  vogue* 
There  was  n©  dogma  taught,   each  pupil  attending  the 
church  preferred  by  her  parents,  hut  a  strict  code  of  moral- 
ity was  enforced,  and  the  standard  was  the  highest*   There 
were  few  text-books  to  "be  had  in  these e arly  .days  of  our  ' 
Commonwealth,  and  my  grandfather  and  his  soni   arrant  3 
valuable  compendium®  of  geography  and  mythology  from 
such  ponderous  works  as  "Brooke's  Gasettesr,"  Ctoefeftees 
"Grammar  ©f  Geography, "  and  "Tooke*  s  "Pantheon*  M   The 
use  of  maps  was  insisted  on,  and  the  study  of  these  with 
what  were  called  "Principal  Place  Books,"  turned  out  many 
accurate  geographical  scholars*   These  last-n^Tied  hooks 
described  everything  ©f  importance   connected  with  their 
subjects,  whether  'geographical,  historical  or  legendary* 
History  ms  taught  as  usual  at  the  time,  Ooldsrai ■■.':''   "Eng- 
land1" and  "Greeee"  among  the  rest*     array's  "Gram- 
mar," Blair's  "Bheterie,"  and  other  books  sew  obsolete, 
were  conned  by  rote*  Embroidery  and  plain  seeing  were 
carefully  taught,  and  no  doubt  many  a  tear  was  shed  over 
neat  "hemming"  and  "felling"  of  underclothing.   As  a 
proof  of  the  remarkable  extent  of  instruction  of  this  ad- 
mirable school,  I  wuote  from  the  notes  of  .my  uncle,  Major 
Alfred  Jwordecai,  who  wag  for  several  years  taught  with 
the  girls: 

"The  principal  instructors  in  this  large  school  were 
my.brether  Solomon  and  eldest  sister  Baebel* 
younger  brothers  and  sisters  and  myself  had  no  in- 
structors, except  in  French,   out  of  our  own  family, 
yet  at  the  age  of  fifteen*!  ms  -.veil  versed  in  the  Eng- 
lish language  and  literature,  in  geography,  history  and 
arithmetic,  knew  something  of  geometry  ancl  trig©- 


nometry,  and  had  completed  a  great  part  of  the  col- 
lege course  of  Latin  and  ©reek,  baring  read  in  the 

latter  language  the  whole  of  the  Iliad*   I  could  rei 

Sreneh  fluently  and  wrote  it  pretty  well* B 
I 
I  now  quote  from  the  memoir  of  Bachel ,  the  eldest 

daughter,  written  from  1817  to  1821,   about  ten  years  aft- 
the  event©  ©he  records? 

"While  my  time  thus  passed  gaily  and  thoughtlessly 
away  a  severe  blow,  which  had  been,  without  my  sus- 
pecting it,  for  some  time  impending,  struck  at  tl 
root  of  our  ease  and  comfort*   Some  tobacco  specu- 
lations into  which  my  dear  father  had  been  induced 
to  enter,  more  largely  perhaps  than  prudence  would 
have  warranted,  terminated  unfortunately,,   and  *:.?. 
found  himself  a  ruined  man  I   Everything  was  -  n©*» 
diately  given  up  to  the  creditors ,  and  with  a  wife  and. 
ten  children,  he  X  mm    was  x  X  x   reduced 
from  easy  competence  to  absolute  poverty*    1  never 
think,  without  admiration,   rf  lie  far  itude  evinced  by 
my  revered  parent  under  this  trial*   H^rj     privation 
was  borne  with  patient  firmness,  and  his  thai  '-ts 
turned  at  ©$i©@  to  seeking  some  means  for  the  ©tapper! 
of  his  family.  With  this  view  he  undertook  to  fill  the 
place  of  steward  at  the  Hal®  Academy  in  Warrenton, 
obtaining  a  house,  rent  free,  and  boarding  the  students* 
Our  removal  from  the  pleasant  abode  where  some  ©£ 
my   happiest  years  had  been  passed,   iri:  which  I  recol- 
lected to  have  received  the  ki#d  instruction  of  a 
tender  mother,   and  where  she  had  breathed  her  last, 
gave  rise  to  emotions  of  the  moatnpainful  nature,  and 
it  required  all  our  resolution  to  support  the  change* 
Many  eireunatances  rendered  our  occupation  a qui  ly 
unpleasant  and  humiliating,  ?.n&   as  ill  fortune  would 
have  it,  the  number  of  students  was  not   sufficiently 
large  to  offer  any  3quiva3.ent  far  the  a  1  srifiee* 

wm    mm    mt    iff     3T    IK 

^f*       aKV       €*>»       «*»*       J»*       *35V 

How  often  did  I  wish  that  I  had  "oe^n   a  son,  that, 
like  my  brothers,  1  might  at  least  relieve  :'  '   (her 
father)  *  by  doing  something  for  >ry  own  support*  n 
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" A.  pro]        il     ,as   made   to  my    fath  several    pcen- 

tlemen   c^    influence  and  in  ]     \h 

in  -   schc  ol    f  c  r   youn  i  a  ,     In    Lnsi  rue    .  ■         : "  ■>'■■    : 

mirht  be    assj  his    f   mil:  -  Pter   a     le    d  i     Lbera- 

'  • c n  Y  m  maid  !       atl  /      ■  ,    and 

anxious   joy   I   found   my    ardenl    uri:  h        on    ""he       >int 

;  tg    gratified*      Timid  and   anx        3   I    had   f    LI    pi       on 
to   be,    conscious  as   I   was    of   u  n   deficiencies,  to 

rular   education;    add    to   this,    I    jvas   just    turned 
iwnty,    ^&  lookj  ig  even   more  y  n  '  i  I  ul    than    E    a 

Lly,    the    fear   natur   lly      res     ;'     d     Itself    th;  t    I    should 
be   unable   to    commad    the   respect      ■     3t    tion   woul  I 

;  :'•  Still    T    shrunl    not,       r       >lved   that   ze   1    i  t 

rh    i      I   in  ol    be  tn^,    and   that   I    ••  ■  ild    r?o   my  ven         at. 

1    set*      Tn    order   to   qui  ■        self,    as    Far 

devoted    to   study   all    the   leisure    hours    thai  dome 

c      n    s     -       i  all  ie»        In    th  i  s    I   w  as   ass  i     -    d 

my  brother  Solomon,    then   a    sti  d    it  at  iy, 

3         o   the  foi  r   years    y'oi  n      '"    '  ■    n     .     self, 

very   capable    of    improvin  :  ?  siabl       in   voi  th    in 

in   manhood,    he    took   del  I,     t    in   bei   ic  irin  r  tl       U 
a  Hotted   for   recreation    to    impart    to   his    list    ?&    the 
s   he   had  been   receiving;    under  his   dj   ■ 
now   ac ova  red  a    com       L. ent   1  'Oge    of  hy, 

and    the    use    cf   A; he    globes,    and   I,       vith    the      strong 
lotivea   to   sustain  me    to   exertion,      found  iri ^ 

diffic      t      io  be     attempted     f.         the      ac        si    ;; 
kn<     1  »d/  o. 

The   firsl       cf      fan  lary,    lB'10,      found  r    idy    !      c Om- 

an ce    our   new   avocai  ion*        y    fat  he        h  *en1    d       .he 

house   where    we    formerly   resided;       the    store        as      fitted 

as    schoolror  and   *  r.       Wilier      '/ho    had    offered    in 

a     ver;;       friendly        anner,    to   adv      ■■  :~e    with    i    ,,     ind    E  i 
fill    the   musical   d  tent,    assisted     is    ■'  mej  his 

experience    in  forming  varioi  a   ]  i        e    ■    3  p<    -uIpJ  ■    r 

for       i  re rn  i  tip       :,i    cond  ■■  1 1      nd         m^r  3    of    ^"'•i'""    ■  ■■  iitis? 
1  ■:  d  i  e  s . 

is  3i   K   a      »: 
Tn    !'•■  r  ul  1 1 J  ng  de]        I     mt    Df   <     r  pupils    qi  j  J  e    e 

iny   difficulties   as   I    had.  forese   n    |  rited    them- 

selves.      I    had,    however,    fixed  3        sort     ,:     >ri  le 

as   my  aye    and   character   could   not   be      expe<  ;    ■■■ 
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impair©  that  respect  which  is  necessary  for  proper  sub- 
ordination, I  would  seek  to  substitute  for  it  a  desire  of 
pleasing,  which  could  be  obly  obtained  by  implanting 
love  in  the  iifcace  of  fear.   By  being  kind     .oil  as 
just,  by  entering  into  the  little  pleasures,  and  syapa- 
thizing  with  the  little  troubles  of  children,   we  soon 
obtain  their  confidence  and  affection.   Such  were  the 
means  which  in  this  ease  common  sense  suggested,  and 
1  found  them  almost  invariably  attended  with  more 
than  a  partial  success. 

*3V''        iflP      TnCT 
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For  the  first  six  months  my  dear  father  and   self 
shared  these  labors  between  us*   Mama   at  x   J£ 
found  more  than  sufficient  occupation  in  domestic  ar- 
rangements, Kllen,  full  of  life  ana  volatility,  had  not 

yet  learned  the  necessity  of  confining  her  attention 
where  nothing  agreeable  called  for  it,  and  Caroline 
was  a  pupil  of  the  school. 

June  was  the  period  a,-; pointed  for  the  examination 
of  our  youngr  charges,  and  we  looked  forward  to   it 
with  the  greatest  anxiety*    Though  conscious  of  havi 
to   the  utmost  fulfilled  our  duty,   re  were   still 
doubtful  of  success.   It  was  now  to  be  proved,   and 
when  it  is  considered   that   the  maintenance  of  a  large 
family  depended  on  tjfete  decision  of  the  public,  this 
anxiety  is  no  longer  to  be  -wondered  at*    The   time 
came,  and    .3     marked  by  a  decree  of   success  far  ex- 


ceeding our  most  sanguine  expectations.    -;   received 
the  thank-s  of  parents,  and  encomiims  were  poured 
in  from  every  side*   X  actually  wept  for  joy,  and  pre- 
I  ared  for  the  renewal  of  our  labors  with  renovated 
zeal  and  alacrity.   An  increase  of  pupils  no.;  required 
more  assistants,  and  my   dear  brother  Solomon,  when 
a  youth  of  fifteen,  was  called  on  to  exchange  his 
studies  at  the  Academy  for  the  station  of  instructor  in 
the  schoolroom.   1  very  much  regretted  this  step*  It 
seemed  to  me  too    -   t  a  sacrifice  that  a  youth      the 
brightest  promise  should  be  thus  checked!  in  the  career 
of  improvement,   and  doomed,  to  pass  some  of  his 
most  valuable  years  in  an  occupation  from  which  he 
would  derive  little  3c«    '.d^e*   But  our  d  ear  father 
t  it  necessary,  and  Solomon  declared  that  a  ,. 


Of 

would  be  a  comfort  to  him  to  devote  his  time   to   the 
benefit  and  relief   of  the   family*   His  assistance 
proved  indeed  all  important*   To  full  capacity  for 
every  branch  of  study,   he  added  an  amiable  mildness 
and  moderation,   which  T   never  think   of  without  ad- 
miration.  To  me,   thousrh  some  years   his  senior,   he 
i  at  once  a  support  and  an  example*  We  were   e?er 
perfectly  united,  and   in  every   trouble  and  difficulty 
aided   each  other.   Our  father,  thus  assisted,   took 
pleasure  in  hie  occupation,   and  disliking  the  details  of 
business,  entrusted  to  my   brother  the  care  of  accounts, 
receipts  and  disbursements,  and  found   in  him  an  excel- 
lent substitute,  capable  of  conducting  affairs  with   the 
utmost  correctness  and  regularity*    x   x   X 

Our  habitation  was  now  too  small  x  at  x  and  my 
father  purchased  a  lot  i?ith  an  unfinished  building  on 
it,   x    x    x.and  prepared  to  make  such  alterations 
and  additions  as  were  required-   X   x   xAbout 
Attest  1,  1810,   we   removed  with  gladness   to  our  new 
abode.    x    x    x  The  celebrity  of  cur  Seminary 
now  began  to  increase,  and  the   summer  session  com- 
menced with  so  large  a  number  of  pupils   that  my 
father  found   it  necessary  to  advertise  (as  he  had  in- 
variably occasion  to  do,  in  some  part   of  every  session 
during  the  ei?;ht  following  years)  that  the  number   mras 
complete,   and  no  more  scold  be  received*   I  have  al- 
ways thought  that  to  this  practice,   and  the  principle 
which  gave  rise  to  it,   we  were   in  great  measure  in- 
debted to  our  constant  success.   The  proof  that  we 
would  not,  from  motives  of  interest,  hazard  the  ability 
to  pay  proper  attention  to  every  pupil  entrusted  to  our 
care,  impressed  parents  with  confidence,  while  it  en- 
abled us  Sit  the  same  time  to  act  with  a  decree  of  in- 
dependence which  we  could  not  otherwise  dare  exer- 
cise.  Our  labors  were  at  this  time  incessant;  our 
plans  not  having  been  sufficiently  sanctioned  by  experience 
t>0  be  formed  with  that  regular  system  which  in  succeed" 
in,*:  years  rendered  our  daily  avocations  less  op  res- 
sive.    The  school  day  from  the  rising'  to  the  sotting  of 
the  sun,  was  devoted  to  instruction,  and  the  evening, 
often  until  eleven  o'clock,  were  employed  by  ay 
brother  and  myself   in  necessary  arrangements  for  the 


ensuing  day*   All  this  fatigue  we  "bore  with   cheerful- 
ness, and  buoyed  by  youthful  enthusiasm,   we   tveiu 
found  pleasure  in  the  task. " 

The  Principal,   distrusting  his  own  attainments,   fre- 
quently spent  the   evening  in  preparing  himself  for   the 
©lasses  of  the  following  day,   and.  all  went  well  until  tin 

third  year  of  the  school,  while  the  workmen  were  still 
busy  upon  the  unfinished  house  there  befell  a  catastrophe  I 

To  encourage  the  girls  to  sro   to  bed  early ,   the   candle- 
sticks were  always  removed  at   a  certain  hour.   One  of  the 
^irls,  wishing  to  complete  some  sewing,  adjusted  a.  candle 
on  top  of  the  wainscote#   She  fell  asleep,  the  candle 
burned  down,  and  the  house  © aught  afire.   Alarm  was  given 
in  time  to  prevent  loss  of  life,  but  the  building  witk  much 
that  if   contained  was  destroyed*   The  eighty  srirls  were 
distributed  among  the  neighbors  for  the  night,  and  -: 
grandfather  going  anxiously  from  house  to  house,  had  the 
immense  relief  to  find  all  his  charges  safe  and  sound* 
Another  house  was  rented  immediately,  :m&   the  routine  of 
the  school  continued  as  if  nftthin*  had  happened  f   In   the 
ten   years  devoted  to  this  work  many  hundred  younf  girls 
were  educated.   My   ^rancfejatfaer  had  charge  of  the  house- 
keeping department,  and  was  a  *rreat  favorite  with  the  girl®. 
I  can  remember,  fifty  years  later,   visits  paid  her  by  some 
of  the  "girls"  now  in  som™   cases  the  wives  or  widows 
of  distinguished  men.   Once  scene  strongly  impressed 
childish  mind.   vrs.  John  Y*  T-?ason,  formerly  ''"iss  Port/ 
who  was  shortly  to  sail  for  "Prance  witk  her  husband,  then 

bassador  to  that  country,  ©ame  to  say  farewell  to  a: 
grandmother.   They  were   at  the  time  next-door  neighbors 
in  Bichmond*   Mrs*  Kfcftott  was  moved  to  tears,   and  kneel* 
in^  dovm  "begged  for  a  blessing.   "rs*  Mordecai  was  then 
a  silver-haired  widow,   worn  and  a^red,   and  I  re   lemfoer 
well  the  solemn  and  touching  «s$y  in  which  she  laid  har 
trembling  hands  upon  the  lady's  head   and  pronounce -1      the 
priestly  benediction  of  our  race: 
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"The  Lord  bless  thee  and  keep  thee;  the  Lord  make 

his  face  to  shine  upon  thee,  and  he  gracious  m*fet&  thee; 
the  Lord  lift  up  the  light  of  his  countenance    on 
thee,  and  give  thee  peace  -2   " 

To  return  to  the  Warrenton  &r\yB'        Year  by  year  another 
child  was  horn  until  there  were  se?en  little  brothers  and 
sisters  in  charge  of  the  indefatigable  elder  band*   The 
mount  of   work  accomplished  by  the  women  of  the  family 
during  those  ten   years  of  the  Warrenton  school   seems  well- 
nigh  incredible*  Hot  only  did  they  teach  the  classes,  but 
the   Teres  sisters  undertook  the  entire  care   if  their  small 
half-sisters  as  well  as  their  education.   Rachel,  w$ose  im- 
portant position  in  the  school  gave  her  most  to  do,  took 
eharge  cf  my  mother  at  four  years  of  age ,   and  taught  her 
French  and  music  as  well  as  the  usual  Fn~lish  branch    as 
she  grew  older*   A  diary  kept  for  a  few  years,   entirely  de- 
voted to  anecdotes  of  my  mother' s  childhood,  attests  the 
unremitting  care  bestowed  upon  her,   and  the  delight  whe 
elder  sister  felt  in  the  task*    ■  mother  was  one  of  the 
most  highly  endowed  women  I  have  ever  \ncvmi      and  she 
had  no  other  teacher  than  this  yoxxnd   elder  sister*   S&e  was 
too  young  to  he  taught  in  class,  and  my'  aunt  would  snatch 
the  time  for  her  lessens  while  making  her  toilet  In  the 
morning  and  before  meals.   The  two  yojunger  girls,  Itasa 
and  Laura,  were  also  taught  by  their  elder  sisters,  HI! en 
aj$d  Julia,   but  as  they  were  very  yom\r.   even  when  the 
school  was  finilly  closed,   this  was  performed  more  a1 
leisure.   Among?  the  elder  brothers  and  sisters  there  had  I 
this  time  been  many  changes*   The  tw0  elder  beys,   Moses 
and  Samuel,  had  nawwfcb taken  part  in  the  school*   The  first 
became  a  lawyer  of  great  distinction  in  Raleiyh,  T':r*  S«  , 
where  he  married,  first,  Miss  Margaret  Lane,   and  after  her 
death,  her  sister,  Mies  Anne  Willis  Lane,  gentlewomen  of 
excellent  family,  but  not  of  his  fathers  faith*   He  made  a 
comfortable  fortune,  and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty - 
eight,   leaving*  four   children,  two  boys  and  two  girls, 
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rTenr:-,      Jacob,   ^len, 


most  influential  men   of  the  city,   with  a  vain  of  humor 
like  that  of  Washington  Trying,  but  of  a  sadder  strain 
He  .vrcte  a  remarkably  clever  history,   called  "Biehmo.nd 
in  By -Gone  Days,"  which  has  become  a  text-lnook  amoni 
our  local  historians. 

Solomon,  at  fjfteen,   entered  upon  his  duties  in  his  father1  t 
school,  teaching  a  larjrs  class  of  firls,   some  of  then 
older  than  himself,    all  of  whom  r  espected  and  obeyed  hi  i« 
Afte?"  a  few  years  of  teaching  he  studied  medicine  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  settled  In  Mobile,  Alabama,  v^hera  he  married 
?*iss  rarol  ine  Waller,  became  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Church,   and  died  an  old  man,   leaving  a  large  family, 
lamented  by  the  profession  of  which  he  had.  been  an 
ornament,   and  by  a  host  of  patients  who  believed  that  no 
one  could  fill  his  place-   There-  was  a  peculiar  gentleness 
and  refinement  about  him,  and  a  sweetness  of  nature  that 
won  and  enchained  all  hearts.    His  oldest  son,   Fdward, 
ras  also  a-  fine  physician,  but  died  before  he  reached  middle 
a  re .   Hi  g  was._  a  s  t  r  o  n  g   an  d  inter  estin  g   p  erso  n  al  i  ty ,  an  d  h  e 
?as  said  to  he  the  hero  of  some  of  Hisa  Ivans1   romances. 
The  other  ^cn®  Wm*   vordecai  and  Jake   served  the   Con- 
federacy  throughout  the  war,   and  Waller  was  killed  &t 
Chickamauga* 

The  Warrenton  school  was  kept  up,  I  believe,  for  about  ten 
years,  when,  having  achieved  a  moderate  fortune,  vnd   begin- 
ning to  tire  of  bis  arduous  life,  my  grandfather  purchased 
a  farm  near  Richmond,  ¥*&•  ,  and  removed  to  it  with  his  wife 
and  unmarried  daughters  and  his  eon  Augustus*   He  con- 
fided his  fortune  to  a  friend,  for  investment,  who  'rashly 
placed  all  on  a  single  venture,  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
family  went  down  in  the  Mississippu,   with  a  shipload  cf 
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cotton.   His  indomitable  spirit  did  not  flag,  however,   and 

the  years  passed  on  the  farm  were  not  shadowed  in  his 
children's  recollection  "by  any  repining  ©n  the  part  of  their 
parents*   The  life  was  of  eourse  frugal,  "but  full  of  co 
fort,  industry,  and  Intellectual  cultivation*     0  is  of  his 
daughters  married,  and  some  taught  in  private  families  or 
at  home,  from  time  to  time,   always  preserving  their  inde- 
pendence, always  "beloved  "by  the  families  of  their  pupils, 
where  they  formed  ties  only  to  "be  broken  by  death*   I  have 
spoken  of  the  taste  for  Biblical  research  in  T?hich  ray  grand- 
father, Jacob  Vordecai,  indulged-   TTe  left  many  writings,  in 
which  he  had  proved,  to  his  own  satisfaction  the  truth  of 
our  ancient  creed.   tie  was  respected  as  an  authority  on 
such  tnatters,  and  more  than  one  young  person  came  to 
him  to  have  his  faith  strengthened  or  her  doubts  removed* 
He  occupied  for  several  years  the  position  of  President  of 
the  Portuguese  Synagogue, on  Mayo  Street,  in  Richmond, 
and  at  Ms  home  the  dietary  and  ritual  of  the  Jewish  1 
were  always  carefully  observed,  though  he  himself  was 
more  liberal  in  his  habits   than  the  small  Jewish  eommunity 
of  which  his  family  formed  a  part*    He  died  before  my 
birth,  but  my  mother  made  me  know  his  kindliness,  his 
genial  ways,  his  energy,   his  impatience  of  delay,  tempered 
'by   ajiability.    There  is  a  fine  portrait  of  him  by  Jar  vis, 
which  is  so  lifelike  that  I  am  sure  I  know  his  face*   It  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  his  great-grandson,  Samuel  P* 
^ordecai,   Dean  of  the  Law  School  ©f  Trinity  College, 
Durham,  §•  C   In  that  portrait,  with,  its  finely  shape*! 
silvery  head,  its  broad  brow,  its  firm  but  gentle  mouth, 
clean*- s haven,  Its  bright  blue  eyes,  full  of  intellectual  fire, 
under  lids  slightly  drooped  at  the  outer  corners,  and  bushy, 
thoughtful  eyebrojrs,  I  recognise  the  prototype  of  some  of 
his  descendants. 

Of  the  younger  sons  of  Jacob  Tfordeeal,  the  eldest,  born  in 
in  1800,  soon  after'  the  death  of  General  Washington,  and 
na?,rie&   after  him,  George  Washington  "oriecai,   settled 
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with  Ma  brother  Sfoses   in  Raleigh,  39" •  C«  ,   and  like  him 
became  a  successful  lawyer*   He  was  President  of  the 
Raleigh  and  Gaston  R.  B. ,  President  of  the  Bank  of  If.C  ,' 
and  socially  prominent,  I  may  say,  pre-eminent*   He  mar- 
ried in  middle  life  Miss  Margaret  Cameron,   a  lady  of  fine 
family  and  fortune,   became  a  devoted  member  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,   and  died  several  year?  after  the  Civil  War,  leav- 
ing no  children* 

Alfred,  the  next  brother,  u&b  a  man  4t     elegant  culture 
and  remarkable  attainments,   which  were  recognized  by  the 
nicest  Government  officials,  from  his  brilliant  course  at 
■"'est  Point,   as  head  of  the  class  of  1823,  ^©  kis  resignation, 
in  l86l.   He  was  as  modest  as  distinguished,   "being  quite 
overwhelmed  by  the  commendatory  remarks  made  by  the 
examining  officer  when  h®  entered  West  Point,  who   was 
astonished  at  the  answers  given  by  this  home- taught  boy 
of  sixteen.   He  ?ras  officer  of  ordnance  and  w  as  sent  on 
many  important  missions  by  the  Government,   his  knowledge 
of  "French  bringing  him  into  close   communication  with 
crowned  heads  and  distinguished  foreigners,  his  last  expe- 
dition being  with  McClsllan  and  JDelafiold  to  the  Crimea, 
to  study  conditions  there  during  the  diege  of  Gebastopol* 

He  -.vas  rzry   handsome,   fairs   with  auburn  hair,   early 
turning  to  silver,  and  kind  and  thoughtful  blue  eyec*   The 
particulars  of  his  distinguished  c  arcer  may  b©  found  in 
Appleton1  s  Encyclopedia  of  American  Biography* 

He  married  in  1836  &isa  Sara  Ann  Hays,  a  lady  of  his 
own  faith,  who  was  descended  from  Isaac  "ays/  referred 
to  in  the  Hays  Memorial* 

^ajor  "Mordecai  died  in  $M8? ,  leavinr  six  children, 
Laura,  "Rosa,  Alfred,  Miriam,  Augustus,  and  Grata. 

Extract  from  ?/emoir  of  Jefferson  Davis, 

By  ¥rs.  Jefferson  Tavist  • 

"Colonel  Dalafield,  Major  ¥0 rdecai  and  Cap tail  *e» 
CI  el  Ian  were  sent  as  a  Military  Commission  to  the  Crimea 
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to  study  the  methods  of  war  adopted  there.   ^hey   were  to 
visit  ^ns;land,  France  and  Bussia  as  well.  W®  invited  the 
general  officers  of  the  Army  and  the  ambassadors  from  these 
countries  to  meet  the  Commission.    Generals  Scott,  Jessup 
and  Tottsn  ware  present.    Colonel  Delafield  was  an  alert, 

soldierly  man  with  much  of s olentlf ic  acquirements,  hut  a 
curt  manner.   ^ajor  ■-'"ordeeai  *as  a  Hebrew,  and  one 
could  readily  understand,   after  seeing  him,   how  that  race 
had  furnished  the  highest  type  of  manhood;  his  mind  was 
versatile,  at  times  even  playful,  but  his  habits  of  thought 
were  of  the  most  serious  ;t*roolejjs,  and  so  perfectly  sys- 
tematized as  to  make  everything  evolvfea,  from  his  fecund 
mind  available  for  the  use  of  mankind*   His  moral  nature 
was  as  well  disciplined  as  Me  mental,   and  his  private  life 
was  of  the  purest  and  most  admirable;  he  was  an  "Israelite 
without  guile* * 

Jacob  Mordeeai*  s  youngest  son,  Augustus,  most  delight- 
ful for  his  sweetness  of  character,  and  racy  humor,  mar- 
ried in  1855 »  *ri  as  Bosina  Ursula  Youns?,  of  Virginia,  of 

whom  sre  will  speak  hereafter-   He  died  in  his  prime,  on  his 
farm,  "Bosewood, ,}  near  Kieteiond,  leaving  five  children; 
William  Youna:,  John  Brooke,  George  W*  ,  Rebecca,  and 
Augusta.  Febecca,  an  exquisite  and  moat  engaging  child, 
died  a.^ed  seven,  soon  after  her  father* 

Julia,  the  eldest  daughter  of  my   gr&ndf attar* •  second 
marri-x^e,  was  tall  ^zid.   slander,   with  black  curls,  and  da 
gray  eyes*   S»ta  died  of  a  wasting  illness,  w  hen  I  as  only 
eight  years  old,  but  I  can  remember  her  devotion  to  me, 
and  tta  rare  games  we  played*   Bhm   was  an  Intellectual 
7oman,  and  also  famous  for  her  wonderful  lace  work  and 
embroidery,   and  indeed  for  every  sort  of  "soman's 
'•*ork»w   Of  a  morbid  temperament  she  succumbed  to  the 
grief  of  a  bereavement,  which  brought  on  physical  as  well 
as  mental  suffering,  o-nd   died  in  IB52,  having  bean   an  in- 
valid for  many  years* 


44 

Sfajor  .Alfred  Kordeoai1  s   son?    Col.    Alfred     crdecai, 
graduate   of     West  Point,   now  retired   as  Brigadeer-General, 
.     ..-ried  firnt  Miss  Bally   '-iaynaAier,    of  Washington,      T).    0.  , 
a  daughter  of  (General  Haynadiejpj    and  second,  Miss  Dora 
Varney,    whose  fanily   is   also  identified  with   the  army*      His 
©■arriving  children  are   Bara,   widow  of  Col*    John  DaTi'd 
""iley,    and  Laura,    now     ?£rs.    BuiMiarall,   wife   of     Major 
Charles  ^ummerall,      U.    S«    A.        Both  fears  families. 

General  Mo rde cai f  s   two  sons,    alfred  and  William,    died 
at   the   ag*   of  sixteen  and,   twenty* 

ajor  Alffea  Fcrdeeai's   younger  son,      Augustus     and 
Grace,  married,    respectively,   Hiss  Margaret  Bowman,      (Sf 
Cleveland,   Ohio,   an  ':     ?••   Francis  &%   Gifford,    ©f  Phi la- 
delpMa,    and  have     no     descendants*      His   daughters  hove  not 
married. 

Wm.»  Young  Kord@oai?    son  ©f   lugnaius  ifor&eeai,   and 
Rosina  U.   Young,      spent   the  greater   a  art   of  Ms     life,      in 
farming  for  his  motfcer  at   '•Hoseweod*  ■        3  married  Hiss 
Helen  'Torwood,    daughter  of  Rev*    William  Horwood,  lee- 
tor  of  ''te^anuel  Ch&roh,    in   that   neighborhood,      and  left 
several  children* 

John  Brooke  Hordteoal,    kis  "brother,    a  young     lawyer  of 
great  promise,    the  pcrsosfcif  i  cat  ion  of  o&ivalry  and  hener, 
was  killed  in   defense   of  a  woman's  fair  name,    in  a  duel 
with  V;r.   Pa&e  McCarthy  of  Richanond. 

George  W. ,    the  youngest  brother,    settled  en  a  ranch  in 
lifornia,   where  he  married  Miss  Louise  Dixab ,   ©f  SSfissts* 
sippi.      They   have   two   sons   and   t.vo   daughters* 

August®  IteMeeat,  youngest  child  of  ftuguntua  and  Ho- 
aaf    is    unmarried*  - 

William  To  »mg  -or  die  cat,   John  Brooks  Mordecai  and 
So  orgs     Washington  <*ordecai   (2d)    served  throughout   the  war 
in      the     Richmond     Howitzers,      as     non-conriissionei. 
officers  and  privates*      The  votings* tj   Cieorge,    was   seventeen 
when  he  entered  the  army,      and  John  left   bis   cherished 
studies  at   the  University  ©f  Virginia  to   take   up  arms* 
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I  have  alluded  on  a  former  page   to  the  ^d^eworthian 
methods  of  education,   and  1  must  now  %©11   of 
a   correspondence   which  be$ran  in   XSl?   between 
T'aria    Kdgeworth   and   Bachel   Mordeeai,   before   the 
marriage   of   the  latter,   and   v-hich  has  been  handed 
down  through  successive  members   of  the  two  families* 
'?''ls8  Fdfre worth1 8  book©   had  been   read  with  great  admira- 
tion and   delight  by   the  family   in  warren  ton,  but  at  last 
in  one   of   the  novels   the  character  of  an  Israelite  v  i 
made  contemptible*   Fachsl  felt  the  unjust  slur  very  deeply* 
After  thinking  it  over  she  determined  to  writ©  a  letter  of 
expostulation  to  NFlts  Tdffeworth,   which  evoked  an  ad- 
mirable response  and  apology,   and  from  that  time  forth 
the  writers  were  fast  friends*   They  never  met,   but 
Bachel1 s  brothers,   Alfred  and  George  Kor4*cal    5re   in 
turn  most  hospitably  entertained  at  Udgeworthtown,  in  Ire- 
land,  on  mere   than  one  visit  abroad,   and  there  has  been 
pleasant   social   intercourse   from  time   to   time  among 
younger  members  of  the  respective  families*   When  BaoheX 
(vrK.   Laaarus)   died,  in  iS^a,   the  correspondence   was 
taken   p   by  her  sister,  F13en  Mordeoaij  and,  after  "i  ss 
^dgeworth1  is  death  it  devolved,  upon  Mrs*   Ifdgeworth,  her 
step-mother;   and  then  upon  the  rounder  daughters,  Har- 
riet and  Lucy  fdgwwftrtfc  fjfrw-  Butler'   and.  Wrw   Pobin- 
scr.).   After  Sllwn  Horde eat* s   death  her  sister  Fmma  took 
up  the  eorrespondence,  which  &k®   continued  until  a  year 
before  her  death,  in  1906 ,  when  nearly  ninety-four  years 
eld,   with  a  niece  of  Hiss  ftagwortfe  (  '"tb.  Butler ,  '  of 
14  Horh&fS  Cardens,  Oxford,  fn gland) ,   who  at  this   «rri~ 
ting  lH3f  is  my  own  eor respondent* 

Eliaa  if ennon  Mordeoai,  the  next  daughter ,   named  after 
her  mother1  s  inr.im.ate  friend,  Mrs*  Iliaa  TCennon,  of  Warren- 
ton,  UN  C.  ,  was  hern  Jtagttftt  10,    1809 ,   the  year  before 
^he  opening  of   her  father*©  school  in  Tarrenton;  and  from 
the  time  she  tras  four  years  old  she  was  taken  eharge  of  by 
her  eldest  sister,  flachel   I  crdeeai.   That   this   task 
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delightful  on©  to  the  eldest  sister  is  shown  by  the  diary  she 
kept  for  the  next  few  years  to  mark  the  child's  progress* 
The  little  one  was  endowed  with  an  almost  perfect  disposi- 
tion,gentle,  affectionate,  industrious,  studious,  with  a  fine 
mind,  poetical  temperament,  and  a  passionate  loye  cf  nature. 
She  was  possessed  of  much  musical  talent  and  faculty,  and 
learned  to  sing  and  play  delightfully*   She  had  a  natural 
ffift  for  lanruaa^es,  whica  she  never  ceased  to  improve;  full 
of  fun,,  and  of  an  exquisite  sense  of  humor,  and  very  pretty 
withal,  it  would  he  difficult  to  find  a  more  charming  indi- 
viduality.  'f'hen  her  sister,  Hachel  ?.fordeoai,  married  %rr» 
Xaaarus  and  i\-eni    to  Wilmington,  H*  C*  ,  to  live,  she   took 
her  little  sister  Iliza,  now  about  eleven  years  old,  to   spend 
the  next  few  years  with  her,  and  very  happy  years  they 
were,   with  the  pleasant  companionship  of  Mrs*  Xaaarus* 
children  by  his  first  '  marriage ,  in  their  delightful  Southern 
home.    When  about  fourteen  lliaa  returned  to  her  father 
and  mother,  who  were  now  living  at  Spring  Farm,  near 
Richmond,  Va*   The  next  few  years  w^r~  forever  ballov--ed 
by  her  memory,  for  they  were  fill  of  the  glamour  of  youth 
and  love.   Her  little  sister  T-aura,  whom  she  had  left  scarce- 
ly ),,cr?>.   tbaa  a  baby,  was  now  a  rery   beautiful  child  of  five 
or-  ^ix  years,  fair  and  golden-haired,  ana  angelic  In  a.  ear- 
ance  a,nd   disposition,  B^i   ^liza,  like  bbe  rest,  loved  her  with 
an  intense  devotion.   There  m&   also  her  Sister  tea, 
whose  age  «raa  midway  between  tjie  two,  and  wk®   sas  both 
as  child  and  young  girl,  th3  eoape- grace  of  the  family,  but 
whose  wayward  heart  clave  to  Her  new-found  sister.  Thers" 
were  also  the  elder  sisters ,  fXXen  and  Julia,  and  "their  brother 
Augustus,  always  charming  and  full  of  fun.    rcquent  visits 
from  the  elMer  brothers,  wk&   were  all  settled  by  this  time 
in  different  avocationr,  were  made  the'  occasion  of  all  sorts 
of  frolics  and  cf  XtBf  and  beautiful  country  walks* 

The  simple  house,  Spring  ?arm,  long  since  burned  to  the 
ground,  was  white,   with  aoneysue&le-eovered  perches,  and 
with  what  is  kno^n  at  the  SotttJfe  as  an  office  where  the 
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young  gentlemen  sometimes  slep-|*  there  were  tall  trees  and 
ween  prases,  wit  a  sweet  wide-open  damask  roses  growing 
amongst  them,  and  near-by  was  the  pond,  a  beautiful  wind- 
ing sheet  of  water,  with  great  fray  lichensd  rocks  below  the 
dam.   Across  the  pond  was  a  neighbor*  s  f^nv,      "Westbrook, " 
&n&   from  thence  came  daily  a  lovely  little   pirl,   Fosina 
Young,  to  be  taught  with  little  Laura  by   her  sister  Julia 
Moraeeai,  and  Hosina's  hand-cme  brother,  John  Young,   and 
I  '    stus  ~rordecai  were  fast  friends  nnd   playfellows*   The' 
young  Richmond  cousins  of  the  Kyors  and  Marx  families, 
came  often  to  spend   the  day  at   "Spring  ?art,*   and 
sor^n  t'vo   of    'uuu.   Samuel  Hays   uyers   and  Ms 
"brother  v®nry,   befumi  to   take   a  Tory   special   interest 
in  their  cousin  ^lixa  Mordecal,   not  yet   sixteen 
years  old.    Sam  was  now  twenty-six  years   old  and   had 
^radiuvted  at  Harvard,   where  he  bad  become  muck  attacked 
to  his  unele  Judas  ^aye^  Of  ~~o%t®-n:    and  Henry   had  re- 
ceived his  diploma  as  ¥.    n.  in  "Philadelphia,  I  believe.   The 
latter  seen  saw  that  his  elder  brother  was  likely  to  win  his 
fair  cousin  and  made  no    effort  as  a  rival,  t  aougb  always  de- 
voted to  my  mother.   @ass  did  not  realize  the  extreme  youth 
of  his  lady-love,  who,  in  spite  of  her  remarkable  maturity, 
a  quite  overwhelmed  when  her   cousin,   eleven  years  her 
senior,  asked  h?/c   tfl  marry  Mm;  but  she  did  not  hesitate 
for  she  really  loved  him*     The  engagement  lasted  two 
years  or  a  little  more,  and  at  eighteen,  in  1.328,  %ha   young 
jrirl  took:  upon  herself  the  ©ares  of  womanhood,  in   Peters- 
burg, Va.,  first  In  the  borne  of  her  brother,   Samuel  Rorde- 
cai,  and  her     sister,  Ellen,  h.n&   soon  after  in  the  little  wait! 
e*t*a$6  en    Law  Lawn*  My  sto.tkar's  letters  frog  this 
time  rive  an  almost  complete  picture   of  her  life  as  bride, 
and  two  years  later  as  mother  of  her  only  soc,  Fdmund- 
The  little  home  was  simple,  but  beautifully  neat  and  at- 
tractive.  There  was  an  excellent  woman   servant  named 
'Betsy j  and  a  clover  little  boy,  my   mother1  s   own  property, 
named  Treses  Vau*rhan,   whom  she  often  speaks  of  in  her 
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letters  as    "the  man  Voses";      and  later,   when  Fdmund  ar- 
rived,  a  nurse,    £©od  Jane  Wilcox,    was  added   t©    the  Menage ^ 
The  bride,   a  pretty  golden- haired,   ^ray-eyed,    slender,   grace- 
ful glt%  of  eighteen,   was  visited  ar.d  feted  by     Petersburg 
society,   among  which,  she  formed  a  few  intimate  and  valued 
friends.  $r«   and  Mrs.    Straps  on,    their  near  neighbors;         Leo 
Rebecca  "-atoaca  Robertson,         ,00     Christie     Colquboun 
( afterwards  Mrs*    Oieeman,      of     Philadelphia),     and     her 
brother     Todowick;      Miss      Hay,      later     Mrs*      Bailey,      Iffise  Car©'-*' 
lins  StalribaolC'p      and     UTr*     Robert     tolling,      ar*      the  names   tbatt 
recur   to  my  memory.      Ky      father  was   fond   of  son's   so- 
ciety and   was   often  away   from  home,     but   the  young  wife 
had  many  visits   from  her   own  p.na  her   husband's   sisters  and 
brothers,   and  sometimes  from  her  father  and  mother*      To 
add  to   this,    her-  mind  was   "her  kingdom*  "     Tn    spite   of  most- 
careful  housekeeping,   and  most  admirable   sewing  at    all 
times,    she   spent  much  time  at   her  music,   both  plan®,  and 
guitar,   kept   up  ker  French  and   studied  Italian*      She  was   in 
constant   ©orrespon&ence   witfe  her  sisters,    and  her  brother 
Alfred,    :^nd  with  ner  sister-in-law,  Rebecca  Hays  T'fyers,    to 
shorn   she   wrote   ©harming  letters,    srhiofe,    fortunately  for  a 
great   part  preserved,   form  a  most   interes  family  his- 

tor? . 

The    reason  for   settling  In  Petersburg     sjyaa      that  there 
seemed    t,    ay  fataer  to  be  a  good  business  prospeot   there 
wi.-;-h  Ms  brother-in-law,  Samuel  Mordecai,  but  in   tills  he 
was   dlsai^ointeelj    and   after  about  eight  years,    in  1856  or 
lc37,   when  little  Kdmund  vas  about   six  years  old     and     hi® 
mother   twenty-seven,   my  father  decided   to   take    up   again 
tha    p.:  '.  ■     ice    of   law  in  Pi  almond*       tbout    this    time  ms8' 
mother  had  heen  deeply   grieved  by   the    sale   of  ''Spring 
1?armB   and  the  removal    af  her  father*  a  family     to  Church 
Hill,    in  Richmond;    and  now  her  heart       as      ./,  1  ng     by     the 
breaking  up   of  her  little   home     in  Petersburg*      It    is   true 
thr±^   she   isas    devotedly  attached   to   iier  parents     ojad  sisters, 
witli  .-uicm  she   and  her  feusband  and  little   son  were   to  live, 


49 

but   it   seemed  to  her  the  death  of  he.?   old,    aweet,    independent 
life,    end   she  never   ceased   tor  egret   it*      However,    there   was 
plenty   of    agre sable   intercourse*      Emma  was  now  a  much 
admired  woman  cf  twenty  four,      and     Laura,    the  youngest,    a 
nderfully  beautiful  and  charming  girl  of   eighteen,   who 
had  been  brought  up  under   the  wing  of  her  adoring  sister 
Julia*      It  was   about   this   time   that    Bosina    Yc.  -■         m 
seventeen  years   old,        nd     very   handsome ,    decided  among  her 
any    suitors   in  favor  of  Augustus  A"ordecai,    who  made   for 
ii        heme   near   "Hprinfj  9arft,*   and     called     it      for     her 
!1Bosewoc-d; !'   and  Rosina  thenceforth     took     her      stand      among 
her  husband* s  family  as    sne   of   their  very   own,      cherished 
through   several   generations  until   her  death  at   the   age    of 
eighty   seven,      at   "Rosewood,"   near  Richmond      in      the       i    rin^- 
>f   1906. 

This  little    sonnet   was    written   in   great    dejection   on   hear- 
ig  cf  the    sale   of   "-Spring  farm,*1  by  my  ilear  mother,     Bliss* 
Ksnnon  Myers: 

Valley  lens   seated   'mid  the   deep  grven  woods, 

H  11    aft    ny    spirit   wanders  b^ck   to   thee    I   • 
kn&  hears    the  murmur   of  try   waterfall,  ;' . 

id   ©heerful   note    of  blackbird   on    the   tree; 
Ana    once  more    entering    that  low-roofed  Itouse 
1    seem   to    see   my   fa  th-r— mother   there, 
S  i  s  t  ?Tss    b  n d  b  r  ©  t  fee  r 0 ,    a  n c    h  ha.  t  f  ai ry   on  e 
With   the   sweet  pensive  brow  and  golden  hair* 
X   sit   again   "in  that  loved  moonlight  porch 
kn&   se®    the  palely-'blessoming  sweetbrier, 
7  w  i  n  1  n  g   r  o  ur  d  those   r  u  d  e  jp  1 1 1  a  p  s  as   s  t  wa!  s  wo  n  t 
In   days  long  past.-* gone,-*- gone, 
Masl       •  -  si  ret      How  eouldst   thou  bid  farewell   to    that    &we#t 

fcnd  turn  f  c  rever  thence   thy  footsteps  and  thy  face   J 

Petersburg,       '"ovembe.r;    l8$6« 

m      m         m         m         m  mm  x'  je  h 
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Meantime,  fro?*  childhood,   John   Youny  had,  loved 
Laura   OrdecaL    °>   bad  many  suitors,   and  admira- 
tion  enough  to  have  turned  her  head  had  she  been  a  frivol- 
ous character;  "but  added  to  her  beauty  and  aecemplls)    ts 
she  had  sound  sense  and  tho^fh* fulness*   She,  'indeed,  teas" 
"been  induced  to  accept  one  of  these  suiter?,   J"r°  Putson 
iury,     "ew  York,   ■  valued  friend  ox  the  family,   but 

sh«  re.  spec  ted  him  highly,  she  did  not  lore  hi'    nd 
finally,   after  many  misgivings,  "broke  off  the  engage  mtf 
and  soon  after  ensnared,  herself  to  John  Young* 

&eut  this  time  A:he  family  was  saddened  by  the  long 
and  suffering  illness,   and  finally  death,  in  1838 9  of   their 
father,  Jacob.  Kordecat,  -whose  eldest  daughter,   re*  Raohfel 
"  \sarus,  had  died  a  few  weeks  previously,   at  the  home  of 
her  "brother  and.  sister,  Sam  and  Ellen,  in  Petersburg,  while 
on  her    -  to  visit  her  dyi$g  father  in  Richmond;  no   the 
shades  were  already  ©losing  around  my  mother  in  her  asm 
home.   Then  e&me  a  singular  and  awfi-'i  traged,--  »   On  July 
4,  l83!?j  I«aura,   a  few  wesfes  o?fore   the  time  set  for  her 
marriage,    w   found  dead  in  her  herlroora  »   In   after  years 
the  story  was  told  by  my  dear  Aunt  Kosina,  T.»aura' s  most 
intj    i  friend  from  early  ehil  ihood,  and  now  her  sister- 
in-law,  and  "by  other  friends i    neither  my -'mother  nor  my 
aunts,  fmma  and  ^llen,  could  hear  to   6$ sale  of   i!;  and  their 
■poor  sinter  Julia  had  died  a  few  years  after  I«aur&,  from 
disease  brought  on  by  the  shooV*   I  still  hayg  a  letter  rit« 

■  -n  by  my  mother  to  the  authoress,  SJiss   ria  ?dgeworth, 

in  Ireland,  .a  valued  friend  of  the  family,  while  the  e  so  It*-* 

~nt   of  the  evont  gave  her  strength  to  describe  it*  Its 
eause  will  always  remain  a  mystery*   On  the  third  of  July 
Laura  had  taken  a  lrry,kal -rwslk  to  do   some  of  her  brfal 
shopping,  and  had  been  Invited  by  her  friends,  Anne  msM 
~'r-'!ncis  Giles,  r      rb.tero'  r,f  Ccvemer  Giles,  to  come  nezt 
day  to  the  Governor's  hojiase  to  see  the  parade*  Kosina, 
with  her  baby  boy,  ^illjy,  had  come  to  to^n  on  a   visit,  and 

■  hat  evening" a  gay  company  had  met  in  the  parlor 'in  i 


51 

grandmother's  house   on  Churoh  Hill.     Laura  had  been  in 
fine   spirits,    had  looked  mors  lovely  even  than  usual,    and  had 
sung  more   divinely.        The  next  morning  early  my  mother 
before    dressing  went   to  her  room  and  got   into  bed  with 
herj   Julia,    the   other  occupant  of   the   room,    having  gone 
about   her  housekeeping.      Fllen  and  Laura   chatted  gaily, 
and  one   of   them  proposed   to   sing  patriotic  songs   in  honor 
of    the    •Ta.v«      They    sent   for  a  music   book' and   were,    I    think:, 
in    the  midst   of   the  Marseillaise,    v?hsn  Jul  if. ,    passing   through 
the   room,    called   out:    "You   had  better   get   up  and   dress, 
you  laay  things*"     Thereupon,  my  mother  went  to  her  own 
room,   tp.y  father   having  already  gona  down  to  read   the 
pa/ er  on    the  back  perch*      Suddenly  ha   thought   he  heard  a 
fall,      and     a     little  tie  pro   ssrvant   dispatched  to  learn  the 
cause,    came   running  back   terrified,    to   say  that  Miss  Laura 
as  lying  on  the  floor  and  would  not   speak   to  her. 
father  rushed  up  stairs,    oaugkt   one  fleeting  glanee,   and   then 
all   was   over   I      The   n-j-?/%  spread   instantly ,      and     concterna- 
t i o n   r s i  g a e d  in  Hie hmon d *        P hy s  i c  i a n s  us e cl.  t  h e i  r  sk ill,    to 
no   avail.        Anne  and  Francis  0-iles  sat  for  hours  patching 
ov'rr   the  lovely   .form  of   feheir  friend,    so  still,    so  life-like, 
they   QOuld   scarce  believe   her  dead,    but  life  -was  nevermore 
restored-      ^She    mn  gone,    .and  fesrewr-  ;       Her  younr  fcoTar1  » 
griaf  was  heartrending,    -\nd  T   d©  not  believe   that    'he   old, 
happy   times  ever   earns  "bask   to  ray  mother  and  her  sisters* 
?ivs  *s  later,    in  1844,   I   oas  born,   a  pretty  and  inter- 

esting child j   I   have  'boon  told,    md  no  doubt  a  solase,    in  a 
my;   but  say  father  died  in  18  4-9,   after  years   of  suffering 
from  gout ,     and   •-      other's  life   henceforth  #as  full   of 
heavy    drt:>        In   the   twelve  years   she  was  yet   to  hear  her 
burden   she  had   the  cc&ifort  ef  her   son,   £dmuBda    nineteen 
years   dd  at    the  time   of  his  father* s  death*    n*hen,    her 
income  being  very  limited,     she  r  emained  seith  her  mother 
and  sisters  ®.n&  fear  brother,   Samuel  Hfordeoai,    who  now 
joined   the   fsmily   in  Biehstend*        y  mother  made   up  for 
the   small  amount  she  could   contribute   to   the  household  by 
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Mar   admirable  management  of  its  r  eaoir  ess.       Whan  I   eon- 
eider   the  large  e3cpen&ituJ*s   of   &he  present  day,   I   am  aaazaci 
stt  all  she   -AchisYed*      Ffsr  husband*  a   family     ®rera 
wealthy,       -nd  derated   to  ber,   and  would  gladly  have   sup- 
plied  her  liberally  with  funds;    but   he*   spirit   was    absolutely 
in  dependant  and   she   seemed   to  accept  money*        They  did 
all   they  could  in  leading  me  with  present*,   but  whatever 
they  did   for  her     had   tc   sub    rosa*        Three   hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum  was  her  Income^    after    deducting  for  her 
"board  and  nine*      Out    of   this  £he   clothed  herself  and  me,    an 
and  paid  traveling  eaEpenee»  and  doctor*  s  bllJ  s,    and  all    the 
^3^.      She  taught  me  'i  dtel  r ably  until   I    was   thirteen  years 
eld,   but  from    then  until   her   death,,  three  years   after,    she 
sent  me   to  a  large  private   school  ana  had  me  taught  music 

and  drawing  said  French,    a®  wel|    ae   the  English  branches; 
and  T  found  myself,    from  her  preparation,  much  better  ad- 
vanced  than  the   r-4'hnr  girls  of  my  age*      In  the  early  sum- 

of   l86l,      "?Stvr  the  battle   of  Fort   Sumter,    at   the   break- 
ing   )ut   of  the  war,    her  brother,  Alfred,    who  had  bean  in 
5pier    "'ears     fear  most   intimate  and  beloved  brother,   an- 
nounced his  Intention  of  remaining  at   the  North,    although 
he  had  resigned  from    fche  United  Sto  ;os  Army*      7his   de- 
cision  nraa  bar  death  blow;    it   .ns   almost   the  last   straw  in 
^bs  misfortunes    of  haj?  life*      During  that  terrible  summer 
the    i    r«    2f  her  p<  t  sister,   Caroline   Plunks tt,   now  in   a 
r -•    aalancholy,    devolved  upon  her;    the   house  ^as  filled 
th   typhoid- stricken  and  wounded    soldiers,    whom  she 
nursed*      At   last,  3  iriy   in  Vevembs?    "he   cord   stretched  be- 
yond endurance,    Bnaj    ed,    and  el  :-  i,    in  her  fifty-fourth 
yaar« 

fend  new  let  me   feeli   of  my    *unt    ?mma,    with  v?hom  X 
. :-  •■:•  most   Intimately  associated   until   her   death,   ^v^ny  year* 
after  my  mother*      Whan  my  mother  died  I   ^as  not  $uite 
seventeen  years   old*      fhe  family   than  consisted   of  my  grand- 

lether,  Wrs«   IFerdeeai,   i?nele  Bam,   Aunt  Ellen  and  Aunt 
5mma,    and   it  was   the  latter  who  became  say   intimate  friend* 
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"he    was  then  about  fifty,  "but  h**r  quick  sympathies  and  al- 
most youthful  character  made  her  a  delightful  cc    lion  to 
me.   r  y   poor  dear  grandmother  was  blind  and  c  rippled  by 
this  time,  and  Aunt  Ellen  was  absorbed  in  n  rjy  affairs  ?md 
was  much  occupied  in  nursing t he  soldiers  in  the  hospitals 
and  in  making  clothes  for  themj  but  Aunt  Emma,  though 
keeping  house  and  devoting  herself  to  her  mother,  found 
time  for  the  motherless  girl  and  her  youthful  in   '  *sts« 
a  year  later  my  grandmother  died?  and  t  he'  family  circle 
dissolved,   each  member  going  to  live  in  a  different  house- 
hold; but  taint  Noma's  devotion  to  me,  and  mine  to  her, 
continued  through  the  forty-four  years  she  was  still  to 
live.   Hers  was  a  most  striking  personality,  she  an  ven- 
ous to  a  fault,  headstrong  and  perverse,  hut  with  the 
noblest  impulses;  careless  in  religious  observances  in  her 
youth,  li'ce  the  rest  of  the  family,  she  became  deeply  pious 
and  upheld  the  banner  of  Judaism  with  heart  and  soul. 
Sturdily  independent,  she  supported  herself  for  many  years 

fter  the  w  ar  by  teaching. in  various  Southern  cities,  some- 
times in  schools,  s  ome times  in  private  faailles,  always  win  -- 
ning  love  and  admiration,  in  whatsoever  environment*    :- 
impetuous  temperament  led  her  into  many  difficulties  as 

-  oung  woman,  and  she  evas  r  epeatedly  full  of  self-re* 
roach  dver  broken  betrothals  which  she  could  net  hrin| 
herself  t©  fulfill"   Perhaps  it  was  better  that  she  did  not 
s  rry;  with  her  disposition  she  would  probably  have  re- 
pented when  it  was  too  late*    All  thai  was  pest  •■•'hen  I  first 
remember  her,  but  she  transferred  her  interests  £e  mine,  and 
those  of  the  other  young  people,  male  And  female,  whe  loved 
her.   Take  the  rest,   of  the  family,  HordecaJL  and  Myers,  she 

i  a  great  deal  of  humor;  many  of  her  srltty  sayings  ar 
still  quoted  with  delight*   But  like  all  te.e   rdecais,  she 
'.a  a  morbid  eapaoity  for  suffering,  fros  rhich  the  ':3~ers 
cousins  were  almost  entirely  exempt*   With  her  passed 
away  the  last  of  her  generation,  and  she  had \  survived  many 
members  of  the  succeed  in /s;  cue* 
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The  children  of  Moses  Mordeeai,  of  Raleigh,  JJ.  0.  , 
by  his  first  marriage,   were,  as  ire  have  said,    'nry.  Fiien, 
md  Taeob;  and  by  the  second,   Margaret   fordeeai,   a 
posthumous   child*   The  children  inherited  ample  fortunes 
and  estates  from  their  mother1  s  family,  the  Lanes,       11 
as  from   their  father,  and  were  brought  up  to  the  eesy 
and  spacious  life  of  the   uthern  planter.   Henry  married 
?-'-iss  r*artha  Hinton,   of  North  Carolina,   a  rery     young 
and  extremely  pretty  and  lively  girl,  and  had  four  children: 

r«*arst  Lane  Mordecai,   now  Mrs*    -illiam  Little; 
Martha  (or  Patty)  Ifordecal,    and  UTary  Willis  ^ordacai, 
no   "'rs.   William  Turk,  and  a  son,   "oses„   who   died 
then  very  young*      Henry  Bfordec&l  and  his  brother  Jacob, 
who  died  unmarried,   inherited  their  father's  srit  and  humor, 
and  their  country-places  were  the  scened  of  much  profuse 
and  convivial  hospitality*   Ellen  Mordeoai  married  her 
cousin,  Samuel  ?ox  tfordeeai,  of  Mobile,  son  of  u^-> 
Solomon  Kfordeoal,   who  dying  in  a  few  years  left  her   with 
9.   little  gi  r  1 ,  T;  fa  r  ga  ret  I  a  n  e  !  I  o  r  d  e  o  ai ,   n  0  w   •'"  s »  T  •  0 « 

"'el,   of  Savannah,   and  a  posthumous  son,   Samuel  Fox 
ifordeeai,  Jr.,  now  dean  of  the  law  school  of  trinity 
rolle^e,  Durham,   *T«  C    rs*  Fllon  Mordecai  is  at  this 
date,  1^1$,   nearly  ninety-three   :;  rs  old,  and  although  quite 
blind,  and  with  hearing  Riuch  :!•■   Irsd,  has  preserved  her 
mental  faculties  intact.   Bhe  is  delightful  in  conversation, 
and  writes  moat  admirable- 'letters,  employing  cne  of  her 

■  rtgest  (grandchildren  as  her  amanuensis.   She  sometimes 
amuses  herself  by  dictating  her  letters  In  French*   Her 
memory  is  perfect,  and  I  have  had  the  great  benefit,  during 
a  recent  visit  to  her,  of  sumbitting  many  of  the  facts  of 
this  memoir  to  her,  and  having  my  awn  deductions  cor- 
roborated.  She  -ms  especially  devoted  to  my  mother,  Mrs* 
raLiza  Kennon  Myers,  and  loves  to  tell  of  haj  py  childish 
days  spent  with  her, "Aunt  Fliza"  at  the  sweet  little  home 
ye  HPopl  ar  T  awn ,  H  Pe  t  e  r  sburg ,  ,  vh  3  p  8  Fl  1  en  an  t3  h  or  6  i  s  t  s  r 
Margaret  visited  her.   One   Christmas   day  has  been 
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specifically  remembered  by  them,  when  the  young  housekeeper 
allowed  her  servants  a  complete  holiday,  and  her  husband 
being  absent,  and  ths  weather  genial,  spent  the  day  with 
the  little  *?irls  re  ambling  in  the  country*   The  affection  con- 
tinued through,  life ,  and  beeame  to  a  certain  eattent  intimaoy. 
""ar^aret  Lane  1ffordeeai,  the  youngest  child  of  v,oses 
rdecai,  married,  at  seventeen  ,$Tr«   John  Devereux,  of 
Raleigh,  EFt  ■?•  ,   ■  ho  was  just   twei   --one*   They  had  lived 
on  neighboring  plantations  and  'ere  intimate  f    child- 
hood*  This  .-as  an  ideal  marriage,   and.  the  worship  of 
his  'beautiful  and  charming  wife  lasted  until  the  death  of 
the  husband,  when  they  had  been  grandparents  for  many 
years.   The  end  of  t$a  war  left  them  ruined  in  fortune* 
but  with  brave  hearts  they  and  their  children  and  grand- 
children accepted  the  inevitable*   Urs*  BevereuK  died  three 
years  age,  leaving  all  but  one  of  her  fi  a lly  of  eight  children 
t©  mourn  her,  and  in  April,  1912,  her  eldest  born,  Annie 
Lane  Devereux,  of  brilliant  intellect  and  exalted  character, 

-ssed  away* 
The  children  of  Mr*  and  HFr»*  Devereuae  were  *nnie 
tare,   Thomas  Pollck,  Catherine  Johnston  (now      r.rs« 
J  c  b  e ;.:  h  "  \  a  ck  ay ) ,   El  1  e  n  1  -  o  r  d  s  c  a  i  (now  Mr  s  •  J  o  hn  '  1 1  n  s  - 
dale),    rgaret  cr  Meta  Mcrdecai  (now  ?fre»  Samuel 
Ashe),   John,  now  living  in  Oklahoma,  Laura,  who  died,  un- 
married, before  her  mother,  and  Wary  Livingston,  now 
$frs«   A. r thus  Winslew  of  Boston,  Maes*   rs*   jayereux 
lived  to  be  loved  and  cherished  by  lany  grandchildren , 
and  great -grandchildren,  whose  chronicles  may,  I  hcpe^  be 
continued  by  members  of  their  family-   Ker  beautiful  and 
gracious  personality  can  newr   be  forgotten  by  those  who 

ore  privileged  to  know  her.   She  had  reigned  a  queen 
in  her  lovely  country  place,  "Wills  Forest,"   near  Baleigh, 
Bf«  C«  ,   and  when  the  ruin  of  her  fortunes  earns  with  the 
disastrous  termination  of  thenar  in  1865,  she  still  reigned 
in  her  simple  home  in  the  town,   like   a   queen   in   exile. 

er  eldest  sen,  Thoe.  Pollock  Devereux  was  a  cadet  at   the 
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Virginia  Military  Institute ,   when  the  war  "broke   out.      Re 
entered   the   Confederate   army  as   an   aid,    at   sixteen  years      of 
ape,    and  served  throughout   the  war. 

I  "believe    it    was    in  lml9,    when  Rachel   I  crdecai      left 
her  father's  home,    on  her  marriage  wi'tk       r»    Lazarus, 
of  ""11       i  '",on,         *    C»  ,    and   took  upon  herself   cares      scarcely 
less   arduous   than   these   she   had  left*      Ser  husband     had 
seven    children,    to  whom  site  became  a  true  mother,         id  bo  j 
f   increased   this   family  by   four   of   her   own,    a  be.   , 

arx  "^dgeworth,    and  three    girls,    ^llen,   Mary,  Julia, 

anc  >fher,    a    child  of  nine,    lived   with  her  until   h    t 

fit  teen  tk  year*  «        id  Lire-   tazaruc        ire  great     favorit 

■"    >n  society,      and      their     bes    ;  iful     home    was 
opular»         "'he         s   a     woman   of      superior     mind  and 
noble    character,    and   ,ms  held  in  affect i<       be   reverence  t 
her  children,    as   she   had  been  by  har  sisters   and  brothers* 
v  eon,   Marx,    studied  medicine,   but   soon  abandoned  allop- 

fchy  and   ado.  t«      h®  i©@p;     hy«  ■•-   kighl^     intellect** 

U&l,    but   unfortunately   eccentric,    wasted  money  and   energy 
on  unpractical   or  p       iature  ventures,   pubils&ed  several 

cientifie   and    socialistic  books,    served   the  Confederacy  as 
privr  ■'■■..   soldier,    and  after  n&ering   and  advent  11  re, 

spent  many  years  almost  Mke   a  hermit,    at   a  remote   ccv " 
place    in  Georgia,    where    he    died   in  1895*      Fllen  married 
first  irr«    John  Alien,    of  ferre  Haute,    Indiana,  made 

her   home    in    the  ftest  and  $T©rth,    where    she  married      -      n, 
Iff-    Shutt,   an  Engl  J  lis     nj    and   after   stri  ;.  ling  for  years, 
to   educate   a  large   family,    was    rewarded  by   their  care  at  d 
devotion*      For  Bine  mind  and  energy   of   eka    teter   enabled 
her  to   overcome   the  great  privai  I     is    and      isf<        nes    of 
leans?  years    o^  her   !«.**«,    anc?   <*>"?    ts  ii    1913i    a*  *]r3S 

age  of  eighty* seven,    in  serene   enjoyment  of  her   old    age. 

r   sister  is  lovely   indfaee     andlnc\   vat         ,    yen  tie, 

refined,    and   greatly  beloved  by   her  family,   far  unci  near. 
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She  married  asrainst  their  adhriee  when  twenty- two  years 
old,  most  unhappily,  Mr*  Drury  Thompson,  of  Mobile,  Ala., 

a  man  of  coarse  nature  and.  vicious  habits,  and  died  than"  ~ 
fully,  within  a  few  moll    of  her  marriage*   Tier  sister 
Julia  died  in  1873 1  a*  tlw  house  of  her  eousin,  "?»    Charles 

vise,  of  South  Carolina.      had  ~.   sweet  disposition, 
but  was,  Id     p  brother,  too  advanced  in  her  opinions 

he   grew  up,   to  make  her  home  with  orthodox  members  • 
of  her  f  ran  dm  o  b  p1  s  f  am  1 3  ■ ■■  • 

In  all  the  family  connection  in  Virginia  and  farther 
South  there  Has  among      en  no  shirking  of  their  tin'- 
at  the  call  of   '   r  States,  and  the  women  bore  as  noble 
pact  In  caring  for  the  sick  and  wounded, se   tg  for  the 
soldiers,  and  superintending  the  ?^ork  of  the  f-\r-:-    .  nd 
plantations  Jro.   the  absence  of  the  Masters* 

While  the  long  residence  and  marriage  throughout  the 
family  branches  had  tended  to  make  the  Southern  element 
larger  than  the  Northern  in    4:he  century  and  a  half  that  had 

apsed  since  the  beginning  of  this  record,  it  Is  noticeable 
fcna4  m   !  %   the  warmest  friends  of  the  Confederacy  may 
be  numbered  our  Grandmother  Rebecca,  born  in  Connecti- 
cut in  the  tumultuous  early  day  i   '  bhe  American  devolu- 
tion, and  ej  jhty  four  years  old.  at  the  beginning  of  the  war 

een  -%he  31  ,tes,  in  1861,  on  yez,r   of   which  she  lived 
to  experience,  whose  r  v~  le  spirit  was  fired  with  indignation 

rainst  the  new  oppression*   I  remember  her  ctuetlng  "'i"';h 
gusto,  after  a  Confederate  victory: 

"?toy;  Ik  the  Winter  of  our  discontent 
fade  Glorious  Summer  by  these  Sens  of  York.  i9 

And  now  I  have  said  my  say  ,  and  must  leave  this  record 
f  o  r  y  o  un  g  e  r  1  n  t  e  r  e  s  t  s  t  o  de  al '  wi  t  h  * 
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..    «„     --"  ,   ssJ    ,  ..i    p  Kiebmond  Howitzers  44 

•■     •  •  »  ~  -■■  »*  ~-   on<»  -       —    '  — 
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Myers, Sarah  b  ifl     ,?a    "  -•"■-■  ts  IUICOi' 


lifVers.Wli  i  3<  rkedale  19    **el»">nd    "j  ByGone  Days  4§ 

Kr*«nv»    ' r-      ".  R<  son.Bebeeca  Kateaca 


4< 


swport  ,B.-I  ■  ,7,o 

-,    ,     rol  '.    :,  ^q  ■  >binS01   ,        ••      -;    ^ 

IUokerson,:Sar@neJ**4  Roma©  O&thollc  33. 

i  rfoXfc    Va«7  Rosewood  45 

?Torwalk*Coim.    3  Russell   rhowa  14 

■ktc.  >. ,.     ,;   v   ■;  .....   4.4,  '    »Augju«  bine.Tla.    19 

PVOOdlKeT^llllMt  44  St. John  28            _ 

Okl             55  ■"■'"]  Domingo  31,32 

Oneill»Ad®la  Pegram  20  '     wnah,Ga«    54 

3x:  ore:   <:  Scott, General  4;, 

la  +  M*    -.'  hutt,?Jr«    5c 

Payson,Hdt(  .?q  14  /-■  **    *   *    ■■  ■■■*  ;■** 

Peters-.!     1     21,41,4  smith,!  saae  14 

Philadelphia  7,26,27  irln"  Far5  46~49       0 

Phill'.i»»,Wlin«i    14  8tMftb^ck*Carolina    W 

Flunkett,AehUle  31,32  gtaui    »J;»w;-°-    5            . 

Fluakatt .Carolina  41  8tilas,C«pt*Jroeaph  26 

Plunkett.Mra.    >:>  Buuar   .Gilbert  6,0,1^ 

Poplar  Law*  47,54  Sun«erall,lfajor  uharlea  44 
Poriuguesa  Synagogue  ,Hi eh-     giana««Xli  »T«*    JJ 

mond   Vi  Taylor, Jaquelln  29 
Preston, Caro    !    1         -ra  25       !wra  'Haute rInd-    56 

Preaton.Kdmund  lfyVra  ^3  Thomp«on,Brury  57 

Preaton.fliaa'betb  Ran-  fatten, General  44 

d02  p  h  2  5  *  0  u  r  o ,  o  udah  10 , 1 5 

Frestoa.Thoiaaa  Lewia  25  frigt, Barbara  Coiquhoun  24 

Preaton.Willlan  C   25  Tri^.^aanie  24 

1  Trigg.Lilbnrn  24 


T  p  1  n  i  t  v   9 e  1 1  e  g e  j  Wta  r  ei ,  t  on , 
4$ 

Trinity   Collej     ,ltarfcaft»X»C-'' 

Tudei\  William  14 

Turk  ,¥r  s .  Wi  11  i  MR  1 4 

Unitarian  Church  $1 

tJ.  t?.!fa*y  20,21 

University   of  7a.    14 

VarnQy,r>cra  44 

Vaup.Jin  ,  Bio ae a   44 

Virginia  43 

V I r $ i  r?  I a  If  1 1  1 1 a  r y   Insti- 
tute  57 

Virginia    Springs    22,40 

"Waller,   Care  1  in©  40 

Ward, 3 a rah  Ann  21 

fa  r  r  a  ti  t  o  n ,  H  •  ! .   7,45 

Washington, 13»C*    44 

Ta  s  b  1.  n  g  ton  ,  0  a  o  c  §  a   41 

'"  jllford,  ::;•;.  icnciLiId  2> 

Wag tore oi   4? 

West  Point   4-2 

Whiteslaves  14 

wMlIoclr^lizabnth  ;>o 

"ilcox,  J>ja:e   4'3 

Wills, Fa rest   55 

Wilmington ,M*C«  4^,56 

i  inches ter  17 

Y:  i  n  s  1  o  w ,  1  Cr  s «  A.r  t  hus  *?  5 

Ycv.n^yJ'ohn  c;0 

Young, John  Brooke  43,47 

Y  o  v.i i r ,  B  eh  e  c  c  a  4$ 

¥©ung,Bosa  4$ 

Young, Eosina  Ursula  45,47. 
49 

Yaung,Wllllaa  47 
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